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The brilliant excavations at Masada and Qumran have :y7a3%p 5o 1Moo
revived interest in the Zealots and enhanced the standing of their chief

Every pious Jew must have felt the :°y73m1 ny7b w historian, Josephus.®
insult to his ancestral faith that the Roman suzerainty constituted. It was,

moreover, not just a tacitly implied insult; for, as we shall see, the Romans
not only made little attempt to placate the religious susceptibilities of their

new subjects, they often designedly outraged them. It was natural, therefore,
that the more zealous and courageous felt that loyalty to their national god
demanded action, after the example of such heroes of the faith as Phinehas
and the Maccabees. Such action could not have been undertaken lightly;
for even the most fanatical must have realised the power and resources of
the empire whose rule they challenged. As we have seen, although they
believed that God would bless their cause, they were prepared to pay for
r faith with their lives, and from many the payment was exacted.
loubtedly many violent and desperate men joined the Zealot bands, and
1y acts of murder and rapine were committed by them. But Zealotism
st be recognised as a true and inherently noble expression of Jewish
gious faith, and one that was sanctioned and inspired by the example of
maay revered figures of Israel’s heroic past. And it is not inappropriate that
we should here note that significance of the fact that the modern state of
Israel proposes to make the fortress of Masada a national monument; for
it is the vigorous resistance, the unflinching faith and courage, and the refusal
to surrender, of the Zealots who perished there in A.D. 73 that the Jewish
nation today honours and seeks to perpetuate.
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