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Riding down the great gorge which, under various names, runs down from near Gibeon to Beth Shemesh
[P S11], we gradually ascended the southern slopes in the vicinity of the ruined village of Deir esh
Sheikh. Before us was the notable peaked knoll of Khurbet Sammunieh, a conspicuous feature of the
view up the valley from Surah, and leaving this on the right we followed an ancient road along the slope
of the mountain. Here and there remains of side walls are visible, and there can be little doubt that this
is a branch of the Roman road from the vicinity of Bethlehem leading to Beth Shemesh. In front of us,
far beneath, we saw the white bed of the torrent twisting in bold bends between the steep slopes, which
rise fully 1000 feet to the hill-tops. Both slopes were rocky and rugged.’
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Khurbet Sammunieh - Square foundations and cisterns. On the hill-top is a foundation measuring 23
feet north and south, 16 feet east and west. It is filled with rubbish. A stone with a draft 3 inches wide
was observed in it. About 60 or 70 yards to the south is a rock-hewn cistern, 12 feet deep, 15 feet square.
About 90 yards south of the last, and lower down, is an oval cistern, 8 feet by 13 feet. On the inside are
32 niches cut in the walls, probably for beams. Two more broken cisterns occur some 80 yards further
south, lower down the hill, and about the same distance again further south is a well called Bir es Salib,
cut in the rock, 2, feet square, with a trough to the west, 5 feet by 10 feet. The hill top, which is conical,

is a very remarkable natural feature. It rises abruptly from a deep valley, and is very conspicuous.2

C.R. Conder & H.H. Kitchener, The Survey of Western Palestine: Memoirs, 1II: Judaea, London 1883, p. 48 1
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Y. Porath, ‘Hydraulic Plaster in Aqueducts as a :IX7 ,N°RITAWAT 1900 12 01 PlpNn2 MER AT AW Y 7

Chronological Indicator’, D. Amit, J. Patrich & Y. Hirschfeld (eds.), The Aqueducts of Israel (JRA, Supplementary
Series, 46), Portsmouth, R.I. 2002, p. 35
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