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material evidence of this surplus, when it existed, was concentrated not in the homes of the wealthier,

but in the church, for high prestige was associated with giving gifts to the saints as well as sponsoring
fiestas. Furthermore, there was a strong social sanction against the private display of wealth.?’
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to keep the various households, over generations, fairly equal in wealth. They are mechanisms to
keep economic homogeneity within the community, so that socially important heterogeneity — age, sex,
previous service to the community, control of or access to the supernatural - remains the basis of sole

differentiation. They militate against the rise of social classes based on wealth and economic power

distinctions.?’
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