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Translation of the Deed of sale between Ahhmad Aga, and Sir Moses Montefiore Baronet
drawn up in the Turkish Court of law Jerusalem, 9 August 1855

The permission of the sublime government and the Imperial Throne (may the Lord of the
Universe strengthen its might and power) is given by means of a Vezirial letter to Sir Moses
Montefiore Baronet, the honorable one of the Mosaic sect, and ornament of the tribe of Israel
(son of Signor Joseph Elijah) who is a nobleman of the government of England to purchase a
piece of land for the establishment of an hospital for the benefit of Jewish Rayahs dwelling in
Jerusalem.

Therefore this day in presence of the members of the council of holy Jerusalem, the afore-
mentioned Sir Moses bought with his own money and not with other peoples money, the whole
of the vineyard which was commonly known as Kar'm el Birbdt and is now known as Kar'm
Ahhmad Aga ed Duzddr, buying in the vicinity of Jerusalem, southward near the gate of our lord
Abraham (Peace be upon him)—from lord Ahhmad Aga ed Duzdar, the eye of the notables,
son of the most honorable the deceased Said Fadd eddinn el-Assali—who was present in the
legal council together with the above mentioned buyer, and he sold in complete sale, that which
was his own property and has been in his use by legal possesion, inherited by legal inheritance
from his mother, the delight of the beautiful, lady Ghussoon, doughter of the deceased Khussein
Aga el Birbat—he having had use of it from old time, more than forty years, his hand placed
over it by just right, and in respectable manner, a constant perpetual and undisputed holding
until the occurrence of the sale of this vineyard which contains trees producing fruits of different
descriptions, and three cisterns prepared for collecting winter rain, with a ruined tower and
rocks as well as other useful and legal objects of right.

The boundaries of which are— Southward the large rock near the steps, and a triangular piece
of land known as Kar’m Shafd, owned by Nikephoros and his associates and the road to Beit
Safafa— Westward the Ker'm of Sheikh e/ Budairi in partnership with Nikephoros and other
pieces of land called £t Taboon the property of the latter—Northward by the ground of St.
George (peace be upon him) and the vineyard of Mustafa Khawamad and (the person named)

D0 1855 NIW KIBX KT TVHTY 1271 NIw N50mi Mwa Wwy-INKRT Whnm KA TWwp-oK yTwnn - 43

ATyan
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Wari—Eastward by a plot of land owned by Nikephoros called el Majdawiyeh and the
highroad, by which there is a Mais tree and an Aquduct leading to the steps.

The right of this including paths, walls, and all other useful things is become by all justice, both
true and legal sale, and an honorable purchase—no deceit or fraud can consist in it—1It is
therefore delivered and accepted by these true declarations for a sum of one hundred and twenty
thousand Piasters true government money a legal price received by the hand of the seller
Ahhmad Aga from the hand of the buyer, with a declaration of Ahhmad Aga that he had
received that sum;—and according to this confession the conscience of Sir Moses is justified
with respect to the above price, in whole and in part, from all public legal claime —and between,
these two persons this perfect sale has been ratified, and legally tendered and accepted on the
two sides, in truly and lawfully delivering and receiving— And if here after any contesting claim
should arise, the responsibility falls on him (the seller) because the laws requires it so— After all
this and after its regulations as above, Ahhmad Aga declared that he had no more claim what-
ever to make on Sir Moses Montefiore the buyer, who accepted this surrender to himself, in legal
acceptance on the 28th day of the month of Dhe’l Kade’ il Kharam the year seventy one two
hundred, and one thousand

Copy of the Consuls attestation to the Hejjet of land

I hereby certify that Sir Moses Montefiore Bart—and Ahhmad Aga Duzdar appeared before
me in H.R.M. Consulate of Jerusalem and declared— the latter that he had sold and the former
that he had bought of him the piece of land mentioned in this document — and that the price had

b id and ived.
een paid anc receive (Signature of the Consul)

August 14, 1855
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