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ABSCHRIFT
British Consular Agency

Gaza, Nov. 1907
Mr. Moses Levene

(Secretary of the Palestine Development Company)
Dear Sir,

We confirm our letter of lately to you informing you that we had bought one piece of
land* and acknowledge receipt of your reply. Today we inform you that we have made
agreement with our governor to buy the rest of the land and I have promised him some
money. Now it is necessary that one of you should come over here and make the required
arrangements and show where is the part wanted, what bounderies, etc.

Therefore 1 ask you to come down yourself or send a reliable member (or members) if
you like to make up.

I am very pleased all is being done nicely and easily and we hope the end will be very
encouraging. We hope you will not let us be waiting too long.

With kindest regards Yours very faithfully,

(for) A. Knesevich
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Dear Sir,

I have received a communication from a correspondent in Jerusalem wherein he informs
me that Mr. Manishewitz of Bialistock bought 25,000 Dunams of land near Rafiah, which
is about five hours journey from Gaza. The land he purchased is good for agricultural
as well as tree planting and the entire cost is 7 francs per dunam including title deeds
and everything else. As this part is on the borders of Palestine and is considered the
boundary line of Egypt., the British authorities are in charge and they give all facilities
for the granting of title deeds etc.

Now the same parly informs me that there is more land in that vicinity for sale but
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especially am I struck with the following: ‘That there are about 25,000 dunams which
takes in the shore of the Mediterranean, which being sandy land is therefore as low as
2 francs per dunam.’

I humbly suggest to you that this would be a splendid opportunity for the National Fund
to become the possessors of this land. I will give the exact boundaries of this so that
you should be able all the easier to make inquiries. This 2 franc land is bounded on the
West by the Mediterranean, on the East by the land purchased by  Manishewitz, North
by the village of Rafiah, and South by the village of Shech-Zbid.

I am not advising you as to what the National Fund should do, but I am merely giving
you this suggestion as it occurs to me it is a splendid opportunity, but of course you are
the better judge of that.

I am also writing the same to Dr. Ruppin, of Jaffa, and suggesting to him that he should

look out for the Hachoozo in the same neighbourhood, if feasible. [— — —]
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J22/11 Telegram No. 8 (Emb. 25)

Constantinople, April 17th, 1911
Please report as to recent land purchases by Gaza Consular Agent between Rafa and El-
Arish in Egyptian territory. These and others on Turkish side of frontier said to have been
made for a Jewish Association which intends to start a colony there. (LOWTHER)
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The British Consulate in Constantinople, 24.4.1911
Jerusalem, 1838-1914
Edited by A. M. Hyamson, Part 1T
(pp. 576-577)
No. 456
Sir Gerald Lowther to Sir Edward Grey
[—— —1] In the same connection I may mention that I have recently received a telegram
from His Majesty’s Agency at Cairo to the effect that the British Consular Agent at Gaza
has during the last three months been making private purchases of land in Egyptian territory
between El-Arish and Rafah on behalf of a Jewish Colonization Organization, pointing
out that such a project is for many reasons undesirable and requesting that steps may be
taken to restrain the Consular Agent's activity which may appear to have the sanction of
His Majesty’s Government. I learn from another source that Mr. Knesevich has been”
making similar purchases of land on the Turkish side of the Egyptian border, and have
requested His Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem to furnish me with a report on the whole
matter which is calculated to affect our relations with the Ottoman authorities as well as
with the Egyptian Arabs. The Report in the ‘Times’ of April 7th that a ‘Jewish Coloniza-
tion Organization has acquired a territory of 10,000 acres in extent at Rapha in the El-
Arish district’ and that ‘the proposed colony will be situated within the area offered to the
late Dr. Herzl, leader of the Zionist Movement, by the Egyptian Government at the
instance of the British Authorities’ apparently refers to the action of the British Consular
Agent of Gaza, and is somewhat unfortunately worded. [— — —]
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T22/11 Jerusalem, April 27th, 1911
No. 28 (Emb. 34) — Copy
Sir,

In reply to Your Excellency’s telegram No. 8 of the 17th inst. [———] I have the

honour to report as follows as to the purchases of land recently made at Rafah by the
Consular Agent at Gaza.

In 1908 the Anglo Palestine Development Co., a Jewish committee established at Jaffa
[— — —1 entered into communication with Mr. Knesevich to the object of obtaining land
at Rafah on Egyptian territory on which to found an agricultural colony. This committee
in March 1908 sent Mr. Frumkin, a British subject, and one of its secretaries to Gaza with
a letter of introduction to Mr. Knesevich asking him to afford such assistance as lay in
his power.

Mr. Knesevich advised Mr. Frumkin to proceed to El-Arish to submit the matter to the
Inspector of the Sinai Peninsula. The latter in his turn submitted the question to His
Excellency the Mudir, and on August 8th, wrote an official letter to Mr. Frumkin in which
he stated that ‘with reference to your application to purchase land on behalf of your
company in the El Arish-District, I have the honour to inform you that, provided the
natives desire to sell, there is no objection to your so doing.’ Upon this the committee again
approached Mr. Knesevich and asked him to help them in buying the land at a commission
of so much percent [— — —] per dunam.

From 1908 up to the beginnings of the present year the parties were in correspondence.
Finally, some few months ago, a contract was entered into between Mr. Knesevich and
the following persons: Messrs. Shpekin. Kindrenski, Horodish,? Levene, Ruppin and Barnett,
representing the committee, by which the former was to buy for them land to the extent
of 50,000 dounums at Rafah, at a distance of some square kilometre from the Mil 3
frontier post. Up to date about 10,000 dounums of land have been bought. No purchase
of land for the use of the committee has been made on the Turkish side of the frontier.

Mr. Knesevich states that, believing that he was, as an unsalaried consular officer, per-
mitted to trade, he undertook the purchase of the land as a matter of business, being
particularly aware of the opportunity as, owing to the bad harvests of the last 3 years, his
ordinary business as a barley merchant had come practically to a standstill.

I don’t believe that he has made use of his Consular capacity to effect these land pur-
chases. They have been made on Egyptian territory where he has no official position. His
personal acquaintance with and knowledge of the natives have no doubt been useful to
him in the negotiations.

I am of opinion that he believed that, as the Jews interested in the colony were many
of them British subjects, he was supporting British interests. He never made a secret of
the project and referred to it with some pride in his last two ‘Trade Reports.’ [— — —]

. Mr. Knesevich informs me that he has now handed over all the business connected with
. the purchase of the land to his son Emil.
Sir G. Lowther H. E. Satow
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The Proposed Rapha Colony

To the Editor of the ‘Jewish Chronicle’ 1911 INNM 12 Sparms vRra

Sir — In your issue of the 7th April, we read an article on ‘A New Jewish Colony’ at
Rapha, about which I feel it a duty to myself and colleagues of the Palestine Development
Company of Jaffa to tell your readers how this Rapha idea originated. I do not intend to
go into the details of Dr. Herzl and the old El-Arisch business, but when Dr. Nossig speaks
about Rapha, we have a right to exclaim, ‘Stop! crown not thyself with glory that belongeth
not to thee!” We alone are competent to speak about Rapha, having been the first to
originate the idea.

In May, 1907, some Jews residing at Jaffa and the colonies formed themselves into a
society, called the Anglo-Palestine Jews’ Club, Mr. Joseph Amzalak son of the ex-British
Consul, being elected President of the Club. The question then cropped up of advising
Jews coming from the British Dominions desirous of settling in Palestine how best to effect
that object, and finally we decided to undertake a colonisation scheme ourselves. Gaza
being in the vicinity of the Egyptian boundary line and under British protection, we deemed
it advisable to choose that spot as the sphere of our labours. Accordingly, as Secretary of
the Club, I was instructed to write to the British Consul at Gaza, Mr. A. A. Knesevich,
concerning our project, and on the 8th June, 1907, we received a reply from him, an extract
of which I herewith reproduce: —

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed favour of June 4th. I need not say
how I was pleased to hear of your intentions and propositions, and I wish your enter-
prise every success and prosperity. Your desire of forming a sort of Colony of British
Jews at Gaza or about that place is quite in its place and time. It is a thing Gaza
needs for developing its trade and commerce. I heartily invite you to take courage and
begin at once. I promise you any help I can afford, and as the colonists will be mostly
British subjects, I shall have a right to help and protect them. I promise to co-operate
for the establishing and the good of your colony. I only wish you could begin at once
to execute your designs. I hope you will come over and see the land, and I am sure you
will like it very much.

On June 19th, a commission consisting of five gentlemen, Messrs. Wainer, Reznek,
Eleorson, Frumkin and M. Levene, proceeded to Gaza regarding this matter. They were

favourably received by the Consul, who advised them to form a Company for the further-
ance of the scheme.
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On July 7th, the above-named gentlemen formed a Company with the cooperation of
Mr. Davis Trietsch, who then resided at Jaffa. The Company was designated ‘The Palestine
Development Company’ (the first to bear that name). It issued a prospectus and opened
a banking account with the Anglo-Palestine Company, Ltd., and obtained many share-
holders from South Africa, and several from England. Several other expeditions were sent
to Gaza, and after almost a year of continual correspondence with the Consul, we found
that we could not arrive at any definite conclusion with him owing to the restrictions put
by Akim Bey, the then Governor of Jerusalem, on the purchase of land by Jews, so at the
suggestion of Mr. Knesevich, we decided to devote our efforts towards Rapha, a place of
about four hours’ distance southwards from Gaza, and within the Egyptian boundary line.
We therefore appointed one of our Committee, Mr. Samuel Frumkin, to proceed to Rapha
and examine there the nature of the soil, furnished with an introductory letter to the Consul.

On 18th May 1908, we asked the Consul to see the Governor of El Arisch and give us
as much information as he knew about Rapha, and on the 23rd of that month we received
an important letter from the Consul, an extract of which reads as follows: —

Referring to Rapha El Arisch district, I have not obtained any information concerning
it from Captain Beamish Bey. I was at El Arisch, and I talked to him about the matter
and he promised that he would submit this to his Excellency the Sirdar. Concerning the
buying of 50,000 dunams of land on the Egyptian boundary line, my opinion and advice
are that you should broach the matter directly and clearly to his Excellency the Sirdar.
As for information, I can let you know the following: — (1) The land near Rapha is
private property. (2) There are no taxes and duties to be paid to the Government at the
present time. (3) The branches of agriculture that are fit for cultivation are, barley, wheat
and dari-seed. I do not know if it is good for cotton plantation. @ It is also good for
pasturage.

Acting on the advice of the Consul, we wrote on the 28th May to Sir Reginald Wingate,
but it was only after several months that we received an official reply from the Inspector
of the Sinai Peninsula at Neckla, Mr. Parker, to the effect that the Government would
have no objection to such a settlement. By this time we had obtained all the necessary
nformation concemning Rapha, and whilst prepared for beginning the purchase of land,
we were financially too weak. However, about the middle of 1909, several Russian Jewish
business men settled at Jaffa, and the Rapha scheme appealed to them. We invited these
gentlement to a meeting, put all the information we had before them, and appointed a
commission from them to proceed to Rapha, examine the land in question and ascertain
for themselves whether our information was genuine. At a meeting held on the 12th Sep-
tember 1909, five gentlemen and an agricultural expert were chosen to proceed to Rapha.
We furnished them with the necessary letters to the Consul, who showed them the country,
and introduced them to the Governor. A letter followed from the Consul’s son-in-law,
Mr. Nasri Elias, who acted as guide, endorsing the scheme and giving further information
regarding the land. He wrote:

I went down to El Arisch to see the English Governor about your proposal of buying
land at Rapha. I am glad to say that his reply was very satisfactory. I met your com-
mission on Tuesday morning, and went about the country, and returned on Thursday.
They will report to you about land. I would, however, like you to notice the following
points: The land is good. The Fellahin and Arabs hardly do anything on it, and when
they do work a little they reap good produce. Many of them get from ten to twenty
five francs per dunam annually. There are no Government dues to be paid for the
land or by the people. You have a near market where you can exchange your produce
at good prices and without any customs duties or anything else. I mean Egypt. As
produce, whatever it may be, could be sent by boat to” Port Said for sale. All you
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would have to pay would be three Egyptian piastres for a certificate, certifying the
produce to be Egyptian. Your persons and property are quite safe and secure, no-one
dares to molest you, you have full liberty, the Government is impartial and just, and
gives every man his rights at once. [—— —]

This information was confirmed by the report of the Commission, who returned very
enthusiastic about the furtherance of the scheme. However, as is often the case, some people
sow for others to reap; so was it in this case. When the Commission returned, they said,
‘Now that we know all about Rapha, and as we are the majority of the intended buyers,
we can do the purchase without the English Jews.’ They therefore formed a new company
called ‘Agudath Israel’” But as the originators of the scheme had claims on the Agudath
Israel a court of arbitration was appointed who decided that the founders of the Palestine
Development Company should receive a certain percentage on a certain number of dunams
of land, after receiving title-deed for the purchased land.

The Agudath Israel therefore entered into negotiations with the Consul at Gaza and
fortunately representatives arrived here from a Bielostok group who desired to buy land
in Palestine, and, having united, they finally drafted a contract for 50,000 dunams of land,
with an option for buying another 50,000 dunams, which was signed by the buyers and the
agents of the sellers. This contract expires within a month or so, when the vendors are to
deliver up the land to the buyers, and only then shall we know of the beginning of the
success of the Rapha scheme. Dr. Nossig visited Palestine last winter, and, except for the
brief visit he paid to Rapha, did nothing else for effecting the realisation of this scheme,
as your readers will be able to judge from the facts placed before them. The originators
of the scheme were the founders of the Palstine Development Company, and should it be
realised the honour will fall to the Agudath Israel.

Jaffa Yours obediently, Moses Levene

[It is only fair to mention that the responsibility for the statements contained in the article
referred to by our correspondent rests entirely with ourselves. We were fully informed as
to the part taken in the Rapha project by the Agudath Israel and the Bielostok Committee.
But we thought it of far more consequence to acquaint our readers with the details of the
plan and its prospects than nicely to appropriate the exact amount of glory to be credited
to this or that section of our people. — Editor, Jewish Chronicle.]
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T 22/11
No. 11 (Emb. 45) Therapia, July 17th, 1911
Sir,

With reference to your despatch No. 28 of April 27th last, copies of which were for-
warded by His Majesty’s Ambassador to Sir E. Grey and to His Majesty's Agency at Cairo,
I have to instruct you, in accordance with a request conveyed to the Foreign Office by the
Egyptian Government, to use all proper means in your power to deter the agents of Jewish
colonising associations from endeavouring to establish settlements in Egyptian territory
bordering on the Turkish frontier.

I am, Sir,
H. E. Satow Esq., your obedient servant,
His Majesty’s Consul, Jerusalem Charles M. Marling

189




ANOON DTN

ONIY NTNR' IR DINY TIT NI0P 1NHUIYN 26

L 2/580 Gaza

July 18, 1911
Gentlemen,

Today we received per mail a letter from Mr. Henry Abramovitz of the Colony Rishon-
le-Zion, in which he requests us to write to you officially — the quantity of the land at
Rafah that you may be able to send the engineer.

In accordance to his request we write as follows; [— — —]

The purchased land at Rafah on the Egyptian side is all bought from the Bedouins in
pieces and not by measure, so we cannot give the exact quantity. We think that the quantity
wanted is secured. But as to the sandy land we have already secured the quantity wanted
in one piece, and we have even more than that quantity. ‘We should say double the
quantity.” The other land is also in pieces; amongst the pieces there is a piece of about
10,000 dounums, and some more, and there are other pieces of 2.000 and 3.000 dounums.

As the Bedouins have been away for about 5 months now, busy in reaping we could not
make these latter pieces as one piece. In about 25 days all the Bedouins will come back
and upon their arrival we will at once in a short time make these pieces as one piece.

Thirty days ago we have sent our servants and with them posts of wood to Rafah to

e the land in question and to put the boundary and to facilitate everything to the
i,

beg you that upon the receival of the present you will favour us by sending the
:r immediately and with him two of your respected and trustworthy committee men
the land and to inform us in whose name shall we write the land, and before their

ire with a day, please telegraph to us that we should be ready to send one of us
1em.

ting to receive a favourable answer by return of mail.

With kind regards, yours faithfully
A. Knesevich, David Amous
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J22/11 Jerusalem, Aug. 23rd, 1911
No. 63 (Emb. 79) — Copy
Sir,

With reference to Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 11 of the 17th ult, I have the honour
to report that I duly informed the Consular Agent at Gaza of the dislike of the Egyptian
Government to the establishment of Jewish colonies in its territory bordering on the
Turkish frontier.

Mr. Knesevich has requested me to bring to Your Excellency’s notice some points in
connection with the purchases of land made by him on behalf of the Anglo-Pal. Develop-
ment Co., purchases which were made in good faith and relying on a written communi-
cation from 'the Inspector of the Sinai Peninsula, that there were no objections to this course.

By his contract with the Company he and two partners, one a French and the other a
British subject, bound themselves to buy 50,000 dounums of land, besides a large area of
sand and, if they failed to complete the purchase, to pay a penalty of 10,000 frcs. (£ 400).
The actual amount bought up to the present is between 25.000 and 30,000 dounums of land
and about 25,000 dounums of sand. To effect these purchases a sum exceeding 60,000 frcs.
has been borrowed by Mr. Knesevich, in whose name the ‘hendjets’ for the land are made
out, and his two partners who appear to have taken little active part in the proceedings.
If the Egyptian Government refuses to allow the transfer of the ‘hendjets’ from the name
of Mr. Knesevich into that of the Anglo-Palestine Co. Ltd. of Jaffa, as was proposed, he
and his partners will have a dead loss, as the land is absolute unsaleable except to the
Jewish Company.

I have advised him to proceed to Nakhal and interview the Mudir of Sinai, and ask
permission to complete the transfer from his name to that of the Anglo-Palestine Co. of
the land already bought.

I venture to submit that, as Mr. Knesevich took all reasonable precautions and had
good reasons to believe that the Egyptian Government had no objection to the undertaking,
it should either allow the transfer to be completed or indemnify Mr: Knesevich and his
partners, who will otherwise suffer a loss, which he, at any rate, will be quite unable to meet.

I have the honour to-request that Your excellency will, if see it fit, bring these conside-
rations to the notice of His Majesty’s Agency at Cairo. H. E. Satow

Sir G. Lowther
His Majesty’s Ambassador, Constantinople
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L 2/580 (Copy) El-Arish, 30th Oct. 1911
Sinai Mudiria
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of papers (deeds) in Arabic, of which I am
personally taking care, and a list of 101 vendors.

I am making arrangements for the Vendors to appear here as soon as possible to prove
their titles in the enquiry which I am directed to hold. But it must take time. And in mean-
time until the enquiry is complete, I hope it may be possible for you to refrain from any
purchasing operations. 1 have the honour to be, Sir,

your obedient servant A, Parker
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L 2/580 (Copy) Sinai Mudiria
Nakhl, 25th May 1912
Sir,

From a summary examination of the title deeds which you submitted for inspection. it
would appear that some of the titles are at least doubtful, and the some deeds of sale
purport to transfer the ownership of uncultivated sand-hills which are the property of
the State.

So far as the last category is concerned, I think it only fair to warn you that you will
not be permitted to take possession of the land in question.

As regards the cultivated land which you have purchased, the question of title is one
for discussion between yourself and any person claiming ownership; and any disputes
which may arise will naturally come for decision before the Mixed Tribunal.

You will understand that in these circumstances, the Government is unable to intervene
in any way to assist you with your purchases, and that it must reserve any rights it may
have to the ownership of any land which you have purchased.

I am, Sir, yours Faithfully
A. Knesevitch Esq., Gaza H. B. Beamish, Kaimakam
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J22/12 Pera, June 19th 1912
Telegram No. 13 (Emb. 44)
Sir G. Lowther to Mr. McGregor
Your telegram No. 8
The following message has been received from the Agency at Cairo: —
In answer to your telegram of this day’s date, Beamish Bey is at present at the southera
end of the Sinai Peninsula and no instructions have ever been sent by Stack Bey to the
onsular Agent at Gaza,
It is doubtless possible that personal communication may pass between Mr. Knesevich and
16 Governor of Sinai, as the former has been engaged in illegal purchase of Government
ind from natives, and it may be that the Local Authorities require his presence in this
>nnection. I am looking further into the matter.
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J22/12 August 1, 1912
No. 64 (Emb. 79) Copy

Mr. McGregor to Mr. Marling

Sir,

With reference to Sir Gerald Lowther’s telegram No. 13 of June 19, 1912, I have the
honour to report that Mr. Knesevich, Consular Agent at Gaza, is pressing for leave of
absence in order to proceed to the Egyptian frontier in connection with the purchases of
land which have formed the subject of correspondence between the Consulate and H. M.
Embassy during the past 12 months.

I have informed Mr. Knesevich that I cannot grant him leave without authorization
from the Embassy, whose decision I am awaiting. At the same time I beg to state that,
while Mr. Knesevich is evidently still engaged in endeavouring to secure land for a Jewish
colonizing syndicate, I am in some perplexity as to the attitude to be assumed by this
Consulate respecting these transactions, no reply having been received to Mr. Satow’s
despatch No. 63 of August 23, 1911, in which he pointed out the difficult position of
Mr. Knesevich in consequence of the Egyptian Government’s having apparently changed
its views with regard to the desirableness of Jewish settlements in the neighbourhood of
the Sinai peninsula.
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In the despatch above referred to, Mr. Satow submitted that, in consideration of Mr.
Knesevich having acted throughout in evident good faith as with the general consent of
the Egyptian Government, he had a reasonable claim to idemnification in the event of the
Egyptian Government maintaining its objection to Jewish Colonization schemes, and I
venture to add that, should such a course be adapted. H.M. Embassy would then be in a
better position that it is at present the case to second the views of the Egyptian Govern-
_ment by instructing Mr. Knesevich to do all in his power to oppose the purchase of
land by Jews. .

With reference, moreover, to the instructions conveyed to this Consulate in the Embassy
despatch No. 11 of July 11, 1911, to use all proper means to defer the agents of Jewish
colonizing associations from establishing settlements in Egyptian territory bordering on
the Turkish frontier, I venture to remark that whereas it would be a malter of great difli-
culty to refuse ordinary assistance to a Jew having a claim o British protection. much
might be accomplished if measures could be devised for checking the influx of foreign
Jews who become naturalized in England, without any intention of residing in the UK,
but solely for the purposec of scttling ir Palestine under the British flag.

The good cffects of the removal from the Consular rcgister some 30 or 40 years ago
of the majority of Jews recognized as Protected Pcrsons are being undone by the present
infiltration of a pauperized, litigious. and thoroughly discreditable Jewish element, whose:
members are entilled to all the rights and privileges of British subjects despite the fact
that there is usually nnthing British about them except by their passports. Thcse persons
not only make no material of moral contribution to the well being of the Empire which
protects them, but they furnish a continual souice of ftiction with the local Authoiiies
as well as with certain foreign Consulates. and as in the present case, their inicrests not
unfrequently prove to run directly counter those of H.M. Government.

Mr. Marling, Constantinopole . Mu=Gregor
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J22/12 British Embassy, Therapia, August 14, 1912
No. 37 (Emb. 58)

- Sir, - :
‘1 have received your despatch No_64 of August Ist, on the subject of the purchase by
the Consular Agent at Gaza of land on the Egyptian frontier intended for scitlement by
Jewish colonists. In view of the statement contamned in Lord Kitchencrs telegiam of June
i8th rcpeated to you in Sir G. Lowther's No. 13 of June 19th last, to the effect that Mr.
Knesevich had “carried on illegal puichase of Government land from natives,” it is obviousiy
impossible for me tc sanction lus Laking lcave of absence in “connection with this matter,
unlcss indeed his object is to put an cnd to the whole business and you are convinced that
{hat js-his sole intention. [~— — —1] 7

I have to point oui that the statements made by Mr. Satow in his dcspatches Nos. 28
and 63 of April 22 and August 23, 1911 —, that Mr. Knesevich bad banded over all business
connected with the purchascs of these lands; appear not to be borne out by the subsequent
developments of this case. '
I am. Sir,
your obediant servant,
CHARLES M. MARLING

P. J. McGregor Esq., HM. Consul, Jerusalem
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J22/12 Jerusalem, 20, November 1912
No. 92 (Emb. 114) — Copy

Confidential

Mr. McGregor to Sir Lowther

Sir,

With reference to Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 37 of August 14th last on the subject of
the attempts now being made by certain Jewish societies to acquire land for colonization
purposes near the Egyptian frontier, I have the honour to report that I have been ap-
proached by Miss Margaret Palmer, a British resident at Jerusalem with the object of
learning whether the protection of this Consulate could be afforded to an association called
the ‘Palestine Land Purchase Company,” which is being formed for purchases of land in
the neighbourhood of Rafa and El Arish.

In answer to my enquires, Miss Palmer informed me that the partners were Mr. Selim
Ayub, an Ottoman subject, Persian Consul General at Jerusalem and Manager of the
. ‘Banque Commerciale de Palestine’ here, Mr. Amush, a French Jew residing at Gaza, and
Mr. Knesevich, British Consular Agent at Gaza. It appears that Mr. Knesevich (who is
an Austrian subject) and Mr. Amush have already bought about 16,000 dunums of land

uated in Egyptian and partly in Turkish territory, and that they are anxious to acquire

000 dunums in addition; but that funds are low and that Mr. Ayub has consequently

reed to put 12,000 frs. into the concern, while Miss Palmer has been begged to abvance

ratever further sums may be needed, both her and Mr. Ayub’s advances being secured

a mortage on Mr. Amush’s property at Jerusalem.

The ultimate object of these transactions is the transfer of the land in question to a

wish Colonization Syndicate, called the Anglo Palestine Development Co., and it is
hoped that by securing Miss Palmer as a partner, the Company would obtain, not only
her financial assistance. but also the protection of the British Consulate in connection
with the transfer of the title deeds. The intention is to have the Company constituted and
registered at Cairo, and to form a branch at Jerusalem under British protection; and
the object of Miss Palmer’s visit was to ascertain whether, in the event of her becoming
a partner, the Company could be registered at this Consulate.

Miss Palmer is possesses of means, but is somewhat simple-minded, and she has fallen
completely under the influence of a Jew of equivocal reputation called Feingold, who
seems to have obtained absolute control over her affairs, so that she can hardly be con-
sidered as a free agent.

I have informed her that, if she decided to use her money in what might prove a trouble-
some undertaking, she must remember that, a company could only be constitued in Egypt
under the legal conditions established in that country and that it would by no means
necessarily follow that I could afford protection to a Jerusalem branch merely because
she was concerned, — in fact, I thought the contrary to be the case, and could give her
no assurance whatever.

I am unaware whatever Miss Palmer will eventually be persuaded to take a share in this
scheme, but, as I conceive it to be my duty to withhold all encouragement from Jewish
colonization near the Egyptian frontier, I have the honour to report what precedes, in case
application should be made in Cairo or elsewhere for the registration of the Company
and to request Y.E.’s instructions as to the attitude to be adopted here.

To Sir G. Lowther, Constantinople McGREGOR
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J22/12 British Consulate Jerusalem
No. 93 (Emb. 115) — Copy November 22th, 1912
Sir,

I have had the honour to receive Your Excellency’s despatch No. 43 of the 8th instant,
in which my attention is drawn to the fact that, in view of the considerations set forth
by Lord Kitchener, Sir Edward Grey has modified his opinion regarding Mr. Knesevich's
claim to an idemnity in connection with his purchases of land in the Sinai Peninsula.

I have accordingly written to Mr. Knesevich communicating to him the substance of
Lord Kitchener’s despatch as far as it concerns him. I have also spoken in a similar sense
to Miss Palmer who has now abandoned her idea of joining the company.

The questions raised in my immediately preceding despatch of the 20th instant are
consequently disposed of; it now being unlikely that the company in which Mr. Knesevich
is interested will be formed. With the highest respect etc, McGREGOR
His Exellency, Sir G. Lowther etc., Constantinople
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L2/580 Cairo, 12th March 1913
Excellency,

The undersigned A. Goldenberg, Sub-Maneger of the Anglo-Palestine co. Ltd.,, who
have offices in London and at Jaffa, being at present in Cairo, beg to bring the following
to your kind notice. The above Bank has just purchased 10,000 dounums of land at Rafah
in the District of El Arish, Sinai Moudireieh (Egypt), composed of two plots whose limits
are as follows: —

The first plot which has an area of 6.000 D. is limited at the South by the lands of Darb
el Hager, at the East by that of Darb el Masri, at the North by the one of Abou Challouf,
and at the West by that of El Monei.

The second plot-which has an area of 4,000 D. is limited at the South by the lands of
Eid Abou Awad and Sallam Abou Wassilah (or Awsilah) of the El Ramelate tribe; at the
East by the lands of Hassan Ombark el Ramli, at the North by those of el Boussoula and
some lands belonging to Mr. Alexandre Antoine Knesevitch, and at the West by sandy soil.

The bank would like to be certain that the land it has acquired is in order, before
acquiring anymore and incurring heavy expenses in cultivating it.

The Undersigned wishes to call attention to the importance these lands would acquire
if Capital and willing workers were brought here in connection with their cultivation. One
must not lose sight of the fact that the lands in question are for the most part badly culti-
vated owing to lack of landsmen and up to date implements, so that they are of little
value unless serious attention makes them cultivable.

The Bank in question intends to cultivate them on a very large scale and under the most
modern conditions, to site artesian wells, install agricultural machinery and build habitations
for the cultivators. A point is made of the fact that the aim of the Bank is to give employ-
ment to unfortunate Israelites who are actually scattered in various countries and who will
find in Egypt a free Government and be sheltered under public rights. The peninsula of
Sinai has been chosen for preference as that land brings back to them the glorious recollec-
tions of their history. [— — —]

In view of the foregoing, the writer begs you after having kindly considered the matter,
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to give your approbation to the purchases made by the Anglo-Palestine Co. Ltd. so that
they may proceed with cultivating operations that desire to undertake.

The undersigned also would like to be informed whether the Egyptian Government would
be disposed to grant to the APC one or more land concessions in the Sinai Peninsula under
such Conditions as the Government may find most suitable. [-— — —]

Awaiting the favour of your kind reply,
Believe me, Excellency, Yours very trully
A. GOLDENBERG
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L 2/580 ' War Office, Egyptian Army
Sinai/2/2-4 Cairo

19th March, 1913
Sir,

By your letter of the 12th March instant you have thought it advisable to bring to the
notice of the War Department that the Anglo-Palestine Co. Ltd., of which you are the
Assistant Manager, had purchased 10,000 dounums of land at Rafah, El Arish District,

ivided into two lots respectively of 6,000 and 4,000 dounums.

You add that the Company would like to have an assurance that this purchase is in order
efore embarking on new purchases and committing itself to expenditure in bringing the
ind under cultivation. '

I am directed to inform you that the Egyptian Government, in this matter, can only
efer you to the reply which was addressed -on the 25th May, 1912 to your vendor, Mr.
tnesevitch, who had asked the same question, and who has doubtless brought the letter
to your notice. In any case I send you a copy of it enclosed herewith.

As you will gather from this letter, the Egyptian Government cannot approve of the pur-
chase made by the Company as you request; it is for the Company to see that the titles
of their vendors are in order and that they really establish their proprietary titles.

On the contrary, the Egyptian Government makes the most express resérvations in so
far as concern its right of ownership over the whole or part of the lands sold. You ask
also to be informed if the Egyptian Government would be disposed to concede to your
Company one or more sites in the Peninsula of Sinai, on such conditions as it might
seem necessary.

To this I am instructed to reply that the Egyptian Government, which has already on
several occasions had occasion to consider this question, has decided once and for all to
refuse categorically any concession of this nature in the Peninsula of Sinai.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully STACK (MIRALAI), Director of Intelligence
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L 2/580 Cairo, le 21 Mars 1913
Messieurs, -

J'ai Thonneur de vous soumettre mon rapport au sujet de votre acquisition des terrains
de Rafa dans la presqu’ile de Sinal.

Votre délégué Monsieur A. W. Goldenberg m’a soumis les documents des différents achats
conclus et m'a demandé mon appréciation sur la valeur légale de ces acquisitions. Avant
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de pouvoir vous donner une idée saine et juste de l'afTaire, j’ai tenu 3 m’entourer de tous .
les renseignments utiles pour vous éclairer d’avantage sur la situation. ’

A cet effet nous avons fait des démarches officieuses auprés des différentes personnalités

_du Gouvernement Egyptien ainsi qua I’Agence Diplomatique d’Angleterre, [— — —]

La réponse donnée par le Ministére vous enléve toute obligation puisque votre demande
de concession a été rejetée. En conséquence de toutes les entrevues et démarches je suis
arrivé a la conclusion suivante: - ]

Les titres qui m’ont été communiqués ne constituent pas de documents réguliers pour
vous garantir légalement la propriété des terrains que vous avez achetés. Les titres n’ont
aucun caractére officiel et n’émanent pas de 1’autorité compétente. '

Les vendeurs se prétendent propriétaires par prescription pour avoir possédé les biens
pendant plus de quinze ans, terme fixé par la loi pour rendre définitive une propriété.
Mais a cet effet ils ne produisent aucune justification administrative étant donné surtout
que la presquiile de Sinai ne payant pas dimpéts, les prétendus propriétaires n’ont pas des
quittances émanant de I’Administration. ) . '

Leur déclaration d’étre en possession ‘me me semble pas, convaincante et la préuve ne
résulte pas & suffisance. D’autant plus que le Gouvernement Egyptien n’a jamais voulu
reconnaitre la propriété de ces Bédouins vendeurs et la réponse 3 notre requéte le démontre
suffisamment. -

Le Ministére en effet ne fait aucune objection a I’achatl de ces terrains, si les possesseurs
en sont les réels propriétaires et c’est précisément 1a les difficultés d’avoir la preuve de
ce droit. Cependant le Ministére s’opposera i ce que les particuliers cherchent 4 prétendre
4 la propriété des terrains et collines sablonneuses ainsi que les bords de la mer, et ne
voit pas d’un bon il I'idée de colonisation de la presqu'ile de Sinai.

Ainsi donc, mon avis nest pas favorable a I’acquisition des terrains de Rafah pour cette

nique raison, que la propriété n’est Pas garantie, et quil y a cn conséquence un risque a

ourir en procédant a des pareils achats. [-— — —] 1
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