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THE LIQUID FURL POBITION IN fHE NBEAR HAST.

Up tc the present no mineral oil hags been feund within
the territory ¢f Palestine, although many tra.ve?;.lers and
sclentiets, who have deveted much time te the gtudy of geslogy
and the physical features of Palsestine, are inclined to think
that the oub-3c¢il of that country contains vast resarves of this
valueble mineral.

Tre following arguments are being usually put forward
in suppert of that theory;

1. ©Preacnce of deposits of asthalt on the Nerth
Western shores of the Dead Sea, in the nelghbourhood of Safed
and elsevhere,

2. Tae apparently cataetrsvhic invasion by the waters of
the Dead Sea of the tesritory lving to the Scuth of EL -Lisan,
which cocurred in historical times.

3. The fact that droeps of oill have been observed by
several investigetors on the surface of the Dead Sea:

4. The weleanle crigin of certain diatriots of the
aountry,

6. The fact that Palostine io situated within tho oil-
bearing triangle frrmed by the fields of Baku, Persia and Egypt.

Tie fact that two oommersaial undertakinge have expended
*aBT sums for boring purpeses in Palestine is the beat proof
that the aforesaid theory hésA a rcal foundatien, The Syrian
Exploitation Co., Ltd., carried out some borings in 1912-1013 °
at the confluence of the Jordan and the Jarmcok, but without
success. The Standard 0il Co. started in 1914 boring operaticons
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