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(PALESTINE.)

COLONIAL OFFICE TO THE LAW OFFICERS.
| Nationality of Mr. Buripides Mavrommatis.)

DownmNg StREET,

3rd July, 1922;
GENTLEMEN,

I am directed by Mr. Secretarj Churchill to inform you that he has for some time
had under consideration the claim of a certain Mr. Euripides Mavrommatis to concessionary

rights in respect of the supply of drinking water and of electrical energy to the town of
Jerusalem.

2. From the enclosed correspondence you will observe that hitherto Mr. Churchill
has adopted the attitude that, since Mr. Mavrommatis was described as an Ottoman
subject in the documents upon which he bases his claim (v.e., in the 2 Conventions of
January, 1914), and the concession was granted to him in that character, he must, for the
purpose of the concession, be considered to be an Ottoman subject, and any rights
thereunder which he may have acquired from the Turkish suthorities will thus fall to be
dealt with under Article 293 of the Treaty of Savres.

8. On the other hand, the solicitors of Mr. Mavrommatis contend that their client
is, and was at the time of the grant of the concession, a Greek subject, and the fact that he
was described therein as an Ottoman subject, in accordance, as it is alleged, with the
Ottoman Law of Nationality, cannot impose that nationality upon him nor in any way
detract from his right to demand as an Allied national that, in accordance with the
provisions of Article 311 of the Treaty of Stvres, his concession should be put into
operation.

4. Mr. Churchill does not consider that the question of Mr. Mavrommatis’ further
claim to a concession in respect of the town of Jaffa, to which reference is made in the
accompanying correspondence, need engage your attention, since this concession was not
granted until after the outbreak of war, and can, therefore, be declared null and void under
the provisions of Article§ 314 315 of the Treaty of Sévres ; but in order that a decision
may be reached in thc matfer of the Jerusalem concession, I am to' request that
Mr. Churchill may be favoured with your advice on the following points :—

(1) Whether, on the assumption that the Treaty of Sivres enters into force, the
Government of Palestin;{on behalf of His Majesty as the Mandatory Power,
would legally be justified in refusing to recognise Mr. Mavrommatis’ concession-
on the ground that it was taken up in the character of an Ottoman subject
and is, therefore, governed by the terms of Article 293 of the Treaty.

(2) Whether Mr. Mavrommatis would in view of the principles laid down in Cook v.
Sprigg (L.R. (1899) A.C. 572) have a legal remedy in any municipal court in the
event of the Government of Palestine refusing to recognise the concession, and,

if none, what opportunity would be open to him to test the legitimacy of such a.
refusal.

5. In this connection you will doubtless take into consideration the fact that Article
293 only provides machinery for the liquidation of * the property, rights and interest of
Turkish companies or companies controlled by Turkish nationals,” and does not refer
specifically to the position of individual Ottoman subjects holding conceasions.

1 am, &e.,
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E,MAVROMMATIS,
Hotel Cecil Strand.
- London 18th, /2/922,
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Dear Sir,

When I acocepted the invitation, transmitted to me on
Yyour behalf, to mest you on the 28th. January last, I was under
the impression that you were desirous of ooming to a friendly
understanding with me in regard to my concessions, as it was
Tor this purpose alone that I had expressed a wish 10 neet you,
When howsver, in the gourse of the interview, it Lecame cleer
to ne that such was not your intention I took no steps to cut
the same sliort as I did not wish to c¢reate ihe iwpression that

I uyself was noi preparved to come to a {riendly arrangement w
with you,.

) Yours truly, o %
~
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