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Experiment Station

Heifa, Palestine
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Managing Director |
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JULIUS AOSERMALD {Thiage) PREIDRET
PROT. MORR™ LGS (Kone YoriVIcE PAEST
PAUL MWARBURG  (Frw ek TREATIIEA
MISS NENRIET™ S2OLD (Kew Wrk) STCRTIARY

PR oYmum AbLtR {maadapia)
AL & Pels Unindatpn
LoUs MARSMALL  Otew York)
JV0TH AN W MACK {Change}

#3'nwbs no rMay 6th, 1014,

U.S, Consular. Agent,
Haifa,

Theodore Struve Esq., X 0//}/ J’

Dear Sir,
I feel bound to complain to you en the irregular ser-
vice bf the Turkish telegraph office in Ba:lfa.

Last fri , before 1eaving for Beirut, I sent n mes-
sage to be trevamiked throuih the telegraph office of Haifa,
worded' as follown:

"Szold New-York. Bverything fine, cpreals hybrids
remarkable, signed, Aaron," which mesnange was' tp be read at thc
mwenting of our Trustees, on lay necon(..

Upon my return from Reirut, pefore yesteidny, was in-
formmed that telegra.rs to America could not be tra.nsmifted witha
out authorisation of the "BasheMudir" and thet said authorira-
tion has not been obtained yet.

“ One easily understands the harm done us by this refusal
of transmiting a meesage which was to reach a mpeting of the
Board of Trustees, and I hope that you will take up this matter
g0 that no such negligencee ghoudd repeat themselves, .

Thankinz you in advance, I am,
Iours' sincerely. /','

‘_/%éza’vwwya/b\

v 24 ﬂ W“
Zgj’?m’ﬁ:[ :jfr - . Managing Direotors

oo Lie u_}q, za/.«‘.u]/ md»?z

117

MR YT RRYLT AW MpTS Sy, 21700 2p KT fawmni Somp b3 PonnK K Sw nnbn
1914 N@1 6

TSR
2913,1°0M" NINW MY 0T 2°1YD 0Ny 01N bw oonw 0wp0 by
mrn %y ,nrmn myapn Yw 15T Yy ovn owr mrTa L oen mvap
1501 7Y D°1IN3 12 WP TIN Y3 ApIvnn Yy ,aann nyun by 29abon 13xn Yy, Swnnn
R 10,1012 PDIX DR IRNM KIT 01PN DWTIDM NI 1NN 17019




PP m
,LJIRDN ,D"ﬂl"l N3 ,3°30°10 ,2¥7 ,710P ,MID2AN :MIRMIM Tnena XYM o3 onrnm
21N

naw™nim nwn

W) DPOPRA TRIM YRITPIR DW pMINAT mana npo oMEm 1 RWIMN
DY L) YW YOI YW AWITR PN, ANND 1Y PIRA YW 0¥ 288 TIRON (1101000
MI21N31 PXILYIRI 0T YU MIWTRAD IR 1IPBh 2YI0Npa .MYpIpY oMd
LOOIPPIBR YW MAw NN MYy 12mD AW NIAYH 3% NPwn MY mawrnn
D3P IRRT 13WIM DWW MW 19°3 DR YW AW KW NYMBN NIINDN NYp)
(D>1751V7) NIV MIVTNAR 03 MIONT WA P LRI DBWR MIwn obwIra
YW INAINA 07pT IR YW AXIEp oYwn (Y3 DX 15I0¥7 0W) DUIRI AR TP
YRWTPIR I Y MIHIR oMY Yw oIt (17591 En Mvn i birs
IR — ADM DY ,00%UI DY AT IRYa — DeRYR MIANDANA RW1 JNATHN
R5IPNDR . MIANBNAY 010 M NN Y913 ,07INRA DT DYPIPHT 0IENA NN
PPN MDA YRIWPIR YW yInn PRt Y 1onk R yImy IRgn

2127 BT 0PI MP YA NPYINT TR L YRIDPYIR 9P Nhp Tk
.(@°D112 123n3 12 INOW MPNYn pYnw)

YR n5353
D TR 1 IAR 0727 MWD RV DRWA Y210 X ,INTPA2 UOR MIPII AT ’UNA
MIR) MIROPR P11, 0°1NR .0, PIRD Y ROpNn YRoxIvIdn — MRYPAT X1 onaw
DY WY PYDI DR 131 WP MIRYIM AYDR 2XN ,(TPWH MUY MRt o (NI
07T, 0°P0M 01 — PRYY pwn ;93T ,7p3 031 0°wAd — 07N YYa pun ;Tan
0723 O7IRD L, OT0T PP Lpav AT, AMYY LA n — Sya pwmy 30701 TR L7

*¥DM,721913 , 1130 ,DIWM [P0 YW DWW NI IR TPWINM AR Qv
PIYPIP 20 171, PIRI 0°0%p1 07100 DPIRWN pI12Y 1103 WY MY NTIY ,onhyl , wTp
DRD,0AD5 0™YIAL NYIXIX 1M1 — YPIp 115w 1 PN AT, amaph mirnt,o™o3 mbya —
.Yaxy now ,non ,py

INT? TRNI 071D IND DY 713 NRN B0 DI PV IO 777 IR 1WA KW
QY N0 NIIWDHRI MIDD NP ,2°032 ,0°1W 03 YW RIXM K12 — PINT 00 Yw 1IN
DWITR 2w BIRON 0°N°YH oMY AMPTY YR PIRa AP ,uB1a N0 Y90 ,IPTINR
XII™7 NPRTD SW AWM — N7 mbay nibay 0517 RYpR N — prabuow
T 7Y 070 ,A7EN MINDR LNINYR L ATRYPR MR YW aprinxn

NP °OMNA YIVDT NIAPD ,YIVR YW — B°DDD RWNI 12°1 MM XYM 197110
,0°77,0°7m3 — AMIANN; P MYPYM MRNIDWH NY3PY Jhn,0°D03 "NYM B°aNNR NP7

118



119

OupTMR O5oNE MM yTm

s, AP — 30 ‘]11'?!91 IRTT; INDI NPT, LW MIYYN L, 00901, 512 nYon
TN21,071°010K ,MDION ,0MPANRT ID0R — NITNY NYYY ovbwrn Y2 ,27121 I3
1.nn mmm mwea ;'['I'?D

0’9121 D°RWII2 NVIIDA BNITA (1)
RO YW DWW MDY M3 2°NY 0WIR CTOY 1300w UMY MNRwm oY W
MOP™ B2V PR PI03P 7Y 2001 IWRIT.OYID MIMTY 03T 1Y wAY? nnmpn
0373 MM Y3102 Yrompi *1by 1w 1867 172 2473 (Victor Beauboucher) mwiata
;1972 *3P° 1R YI0NPA 1303 MWW 11033 L1868 131MWDO 30-3 (Lorenzo M. Johnson)
TTINKT WD (1869 12MWPIR-1865 130XT) VI YW 1A NHPN YERHRI I AR 2N
1239°9M0 NTPW 10V (1868 1IIWPINI 1-1868 TINRINADA 27) YTPONN NINT VLR

DRWN YW 2 s Y901 w3 07X, awina Yw am wpena $1o5 10ava Yw ma
QMR ORI W NPNY°W NP1 ENRY NILNDD AR X1 7NN .AIEPI BP0
,0WVITTID° 737, 0°5W 11 1I0NRR iy My Swnnn YW 133 "o ,narhE1 nien by
I NI0IVA D PWII3 93P R0ID BIPPWY PRIWPINA MXDPA, D% 17PNk AAwIDT
. : DRUNAR PYR3 N v

TIALIN 23X NOW DR PAWY IRND AWID .aMoR YY1 v RwNn N2
INDNA TVPW 1973 N1 Y21,N10P0M K9 MY Apa ,0°20mpY1 otb Ywnnn o, yaRa
TI01Y2 DR N DRT NPIYY .0°5W11°3 00037 YW AR PPN YWy 0M3n-00ay bw
,JTITI2Y2 ORDITR YW 0% 07K PN 07131 X120 ©DI KIPY oAb b 23nb
A %y — YWY AMWRR IRMDIR RU3AD X 197MD ;D XYY mwR1y JIw
YR NT0RIIR HY ,NTPIVIRIDIR MIEA ,ANINY IND NODN MLID 11 DMWY
131p™ IR NN2PR~N*3 Y9 993 IR Y3 Yhoa

P IR DY 07 YRIIVID (2)
“PIRY N1277NIYIN °2 N0 WP T RYW LYPOW AR ,0°PI0NPT 21 DR PPOYA 7T KON
10°1 D NYDY 41030 Na TR npbnn nwpak nanna kwnb sonrnn oonyb JHxwe
PRI ORI PIRY APTINK 12 PYT N0 MWR D0p XY 11 ,1a0AY oabw onntrn
DY DI YW 101 TP DM MIZIRA W P PYW RIDD P YW 0 1Tan

.USNA, T471 ,1884 °272 5 o1 »% > 11

T0 71D XIVY W MRS’ LARVOK 2 17K J23 TMWRR AWM A3 Yionpn bw mnta by 12
.ND-AY '2Y (V”5WN WR-NYN)

MIMT YW X9D IO .14-13 ‘BY (5 MR YY) Yxum YEx awow poira Yw mTa Yy mp arpe 13
(7°¥% 3213 M) MPYIRT MR DOTI® DIV WIM3

W) om 1% ,pary mow 1o Yy Amt L obwrea pmieka yonpa J(H. Gillman) Y3 14
™3 ,75°0 7001w '3 ; USNA, T471 ,1890 1210182 3 DT NLAIWNA 1M 1911 My ,(Wharton
-USNA, RG84, Haifa ,1894 7133 20 0» NW0arwma a1 npbnnb nnp x12° Sy *non




Faae

:1867 NIWY 7Y °D MI0 MWIIN MVPM PP OUINOR WP NP
...no American merchant vessel has yet touched at Jaffa, neither would it be
an advantage in the present state of things.!5
P2 *0IP0IR Y112 PN 0w IMINAW 5%y R, 1881 NIWY Ty 73773 TINWA 1R 2307
16: PRITPIN *5INY ADIPR '3 WIWW MIHOM 010N MDD MIp ID0AII IR0
TI2YAN TR PRY MYWHT T 27 PR LY N0 X 0T NMI3ANIYIR OY
2T POV AMTI00%K1 D199200a
PR 2w W7 >IM0n W PR3 °D L1894 MIWA RPN M0NPA 3107 MITT AnT AM3
1777300 92 NPR 1AL TN *BIND NATTNIRIRD
OPRIPA DPWID 0793 1 FRIWPIRG ApTInRe KI®Y pYmIn 1mRw nmnon ™
18,171 2131 MIDIN LNONDY pYTIIRM 0PN NN
188971 "MW M”12 [nY°3 MI01pR M50 dA*Rn N3N AMA
27 W3 PIRAY R W YR MINA) NPNI MIwTn mYmn on
PR.INAR? Py 0205 P10 MY 4X7,07M1277 MR 1I3INN MY Mo
MXXI DYW 720 93 PR .33 00 P0Aw uhw mnon S»ax nurbya poo
T MIRG DRIV 7IMIA IR IV .IN0AR 7303 PYA ALAT ANROD
T RUM MYNMIT ¥Iap oK Yapn cnn anwb $120,00005 wan
19 MW 1 PWYI TN N¥IBI 2% NN NINY 19RY 0PI
M2 3R K12 5Y YO0 AWM IR mIpnn PWwY MMno Sw anxy AT 310
12727 PPOIRY TN PRY 73,0°X91 07070 X231 ,72VW 913 18 0rn M
O*PWwon ,MIARWD ,TIPDN MINDR 0°IR1 30 P IRD IRV DRI N
nonm *%2,07130 %103 %5 ,0™71 MmN L,oINR 0°v31 KTy v ,o”Ropn
D°YUR2 ,NPWIN NN LAMDWH MR DY NIDDING RNDR 00N OPI0n
19,0 M
K12 070 ORDI YW IMI0N DO3AN2 7w XY 2°Y00pa TTYY WINY AT YRoinIn
A07LID DPWIR YW BABTPI I WK, 1253 0T D002 7PN YRIWPIRD TpmRs
D731 1993 19K D°U™5 .0A"BPOYY WX MLIDA DNIMEY ,B*IPTINR IR DURDITR DAN

LN NPALY AIAL APRYPI MDD (NI A XM W NYNIY DITPa TR

24 072 NOIPTNA ArIAN 1IM (W.H. Seward) TIRTD 7MY, 005w prinkn Yonpn ,apiaian 15 o

.USNA, T471 ,1867 13

PRI’ IR MNOA,(TNY) IR 12 : TN W00 XD DRI PIRI NI Y THYRI MW PP 16

(0013) "2¥713 pNY° T, rMmmpnY

-(14 ™ 9 ¥Y) aron npbnnk wow (1 awa ,YvY) voxob no 17

175 N7~ MEIRY APNWHD P2 00N DPHITPYI NI MRMDT by M AJ.G. Willson) o5 2773 18
3 (9 YR ,PYY) YIRD Yp ; USNA, T471 ,1879 *Xn3 10 orn VAWM TFIMIHT 1T MY ,TIRTD
+1887 72D 21 D11 1886 1ANXTI 16 DD NWATWNA TIMBR 11 MY ,(J.D. Porter) 0nY ™
TN 20 DY NWIPTII NP TOA NPYARS A9 00 (14 YR, 2¥Y) MomY w1 ; USNA, T471
.USNA, RG84, Haifa ,1894

-USNA, T471 ,1889 1an¥12 17 oT» Numb % 19

D°5wm oMy o
VT TIRBA

120



121

DUpPTINK D"ﬁDJWP mmT .y

MIBR 133,170 I8 1971,0°271,5192 %W ,ABNTMNOD 1P I 0 pY NToiYy
2791 wWarn MPD ,WIad w2
YW ,0°%w13 PRSI MYY33 man Duisberg & Co. bw 11°01 YY1 o yawn Paw2
1231277 071X ; 91972°% J37 7P IR0 DN 078 PIRY RI™Y ,[5°MRY 19°3 D3 0YD°I0 T
P INS» XY OX ,NDON 017 Yy mawnn Y2 win 0w MY 13 PR MIRYIAN 107K
Mn™p °3 AR 201PR oM MY 1D TP I ITI0IRY TPIBRD YR NIDD
I NMIN2 IR L mpai AYDIYSIRG YW NYn NIYINT 90y nIvon Mbaan
2212 MXIPDI NMIADY DN YDA DTN ‘W WP'a B°31 LTPD MDY Mz
X171,New York Life Insurance M an n1an Yw 310 pIR2 97°2 0310w mawa 21,0953
2.1 MPOYR NIndn YNOIT ,NIPM NI27 MovyIs T
2RWYIRY MRTINR P2 MW 0w 7YY Yw iz Mnon wp D”PNN IR DINN2
0TI .IPINRD (°017P) NP2 YWD VDI K101 MR IR T I3 T, TR
JIMRNY AP Y2 ,°N°3 15771871310 PIRY DI ,NOTIPA IRMA YIBRI P71 78Y 15A7 NIKY
AP INRD MPI3 M2 NI POTIPR RAP D°YaWR MW 7105 TV 25.1866-1865 07IW3
DR AW, NP3 S °12 0D PIW RIT .ITI0IYRYY MATab WD MDD MyEnKa 1353
#3012 071D TTIWR DWW IRENI MP R Py M2 n 0°no .py nana 07w omw
AMINKRA 79N, DRI Y137 Y MD01,(1878-1877) TPITIN-17011 NAMLH TNRY
137757 , AT DI VDI YW IMDRY H-YYR ,HRIWYIRY IpTIHRT K1 NMANAY
3P IR LI RID 2 M’Y MO 1T AYDIN YY 237K Ywn 13972 19w ,070npn
:DNDWT NUW 0 8°1901p NIMT 190n 0% AR PIRY
NIMIADHT MIRZIN NIVED T2 713°77 23> MR 7T %Y °0117 LB YW NN 1P
20T MW 07772 3310 D3 2P IR LD WIPTIR IR YT Lmwn Yw
mIpnY 7,70 e mwa $22,000% axnwna ,$36,4007% 1wran MYonaw
$1,560-% nromn hey mawn °> Ak X121 MDA YW RooIT *B-bY .AnTanw
MRTI TNE? 11252 W AR onb pr .$38,376-5 by "omn voI XK1Y M3
T°371 933 T3 71 %Y 7P RwS1,hManTRIZIRD NP3 00 on mbwnb
7011 2w MM 2Yw 0P NAWM 12 YYmnw *03 i mbwna A1an 3py
VPR TN AN ARV R0 T PIwY 0T 1297 7NYp M3 W nnna
=2 717 AR 10123 KA DI LDIN MK F2II TIDW oY JONA .Y 1IANTY

IMUPIRI 10 DI TIRY 10 51880 12WPINI § OTH PRV WY (18 MR, PYY) TIRYD 155 oM 20
USNA, RG84,,1898 UDWIND 17 01 M2 73p R 710mpY ,n9°n ,1omw ; USNA, T471 ,1882
.Haifa

.USNA, T471 ,1879 >Xb2 10 DD LDRL? 1O 21

(18 MR ,2°¥%) 1887 7anam3 21 OYH WMDY Y 22

-52-50 '@Y ,1972 2"AR7N ,1965-1865 ,NY"PWIT WK 1B° P31 MR W 23

TIRPO 7% "M A1T,0°5W113 Y3193 R R PoNp1 Monp 130 (Lorenzo M. Johnson) Tona 7 24
BN 1MW YW 3w MY ,(W. Hunter) M0k % 190971 M7 ; USNA, T471 ,1868 92nboa 30 070
$(20 MYA,2°¥%) > 11091 ; USNA, T471,1879 1210pIR3 4 D191 1878 10PIRA § 011 LIPTN2
.USNA, T471 ,1885 1a»312 10 Ov» 011% 50




PP M

S o
VAGUUR (1) 41 G@ME’AEW

sp
o AR TETRIVEE
- SR A W TR
Q.\.‘-—i -lv mPLLA]

t4n
B2
M 0 ORN
wy mpT ST VRN “
oBrT TRYE oy ppyows TR

« mranTREY
] =N ir‘." ity
shagy NEmsE R
. woen mae SNV RNS
prret oN

- . L
s ren gt T sty > 3

e L) a4 jo -

S TSy T T

e 922
o Bt 1 TR SR TR
A 33 AT NPT

1pesnh FuE
pa mbAaE npb e FEET
spawn e 791V TETE

TOINR) 1IpTNKT TR Pw'S nmon

2"yAN MWAA T ABKT TINWA (N wmwS

DUISBERG, BREISCH & C*

JAFF A, PALESTINA

IMADKIT KT NNan Swopranonm am

1881 19wy
0Wn 72ya A1 X1 [va 15311 HIIZPA 2IPMINRT LD D DMINR 15-12

,B°D1I DPNWHT 1YY 1xDY AYWIw LD YW YN RS MYV NIRRT
25,1M2°X NR IDWY 1K 70N

YIDRI MW 1917 YR 0°¥2IXY 217 YW Jon MMIpn DMIR *D7HY T ApIaRD LD K

Y 319791 IMIP03 PN YA PARD VDIN RIDY .1DI02 19T BUDYRH MIADY DNPYR MY

P773 M¥eR P3vnb ax vEI DIN P0AN WMWY 50U LMWK BwA-hanbaY

YR %Y A5YW 01503 107 Y% POTIP XAV 1913 MIWA AP MINLYY MaRwRY Dyuny

2677 Y2 Pon MY 7 KD ApTIRRY 0YIR 917 79K mkg 122
,2°99) 1886 1229%73 16 D1 70D 1192 : 03 XY .(18 MW, 9*YY) 1887 19933 21 DTN TwBY ™y 25
-USNA, T471 ,1890 1310pIX2 21 DY 1889 1an¥12 17 @TR Py (%N (18 7R

.23 M YR mvan ;25 mvn ,Yyh orawR 26



123

DUPT™NK O2ONP MMT YT

NPT ARDT 103 APTIDKD DPYRIVPYIR DI K1Y SW DWW NWOI X 1973
%Y ©03INT OPIW .0°YWITPY DRYTNaa TIETY S wIoy SNt TW *Y¥3 oo¥on pva
D J3RD D°YUIIR ,A1IDA DR NPT PYD DP¥DR IRYT HRIWPIRA NIRRT ANTIVDIN
PIPTII2 190 BTN R 11°03 WYL X .1 DPPIP DOIPE ,PY MR NIREAIT , Nma
DY2IR? 05w YW P01 IR 10 199V 37 1885-1884 MW VA 071 RV B3 To
27,7292 7917 DIRD wam 0obx

AP*IOR 173 YINAW INDT DR MIRNDM IO YRO2WIDI NPOIR ATISIONT MTYNT
TV 3 PIRID 1707009 IMWOUNIN RINRTIT NI UIVH PID ANAD YR PIRY
NLSWR YW DINRT TTIWYA TN 0T M LI WD APROTPR NTIHY
2571723 TIRD VYD NMIAAMIYIR TNVY LHRWPIR OY 15w IN0N MWR DR IR MYA
D°POYA NPT Ywnnn Yw apyn *9obom rInn 1Py 0 DR NDPWS W NI
2.0793 PRI PRI Y902 MR MIVA IR NPT InRA

v ARnR 5w SRWwrpaR b mpna nimn novwn

oMMt Sw Nty Ny
X, 127 NpH H¥0 DY TI0Y IWBKT 213P0Y DAY NINAWM DT DX TIYAY 00 X0
DNIMRTINYT, AR .RWNY MW DWW 2 P2PURIIR 1PNV DR 072 wnhn yinonh v
9% Yw
...from time to time these agents of a young democracy at the other end of the
world sent objective intelligence of the land.
' :PIRDP 32 HW naona Nyt hanxm
...since all historical judgements involve persons and points of view, one is as
good as another and there is no ‘objective’ historical truth.3?
PN X377 1YY 19X MM AWYTY TNUDATDRINN RS v w 993w Y X
NOPWM N RA DAL TP DMV .ONIR 1300w D°20npn YW pnvwer nx
AT 5B NXR™MPA DY ¥°wnY oMWY — ‘Orient’=Y DA ORSW MPap*™ KA 09IvA
»i1 1Y3 3, Oriental savages’ BW2 0°117277 DX I0Y3 MWMY 700 ,50n% 70 .ornhwby
10NN ONIMD O7MPHT LAWINT DR AR

»1885 7302013 10 TR WMDY P 1884 Y13 14 DY YIRY YMn (1 MR L»YY) voxwpb oY 27
120 Ap™nRY WNE™ 19°n3 (Struve) W0 YW nwTIna-nvan JUSNA, T471

NN NP MDYV (1471 2 MM 63-62 Y ,(23 MY, YOYY) TERAR KT DURRNDA ONNY 28
IR, PRIVPPIRD PO DIPTIOR DI YW PIPWR NPTWOR NPA32 RPPIMRA MRYPAA TIOnT
USNA,RG84,,16.2.1895-20.1.1894 0°3™IRN% 75N M3p* R MIONPT 19107 100 29010 T
.Haifa

iM. Ma‘oz, ‘America and the Holy Land During the Ottoman Period’, in: Davis 1977, pp. 66-67 29
4,3 Ty 2% o g coa

E.H. Carr, What is History?, London 1971, p. 8 : /N2 paRYp /312 101 1209 (S Mya ,»y%) bxun 30

.137-135 'by (2 My ,2¥Y) NEDLOIN (24 YA ,2¥D) TIRTOY PoIva 31




PP m

Hassan: a Fellah
A Romance of Palestine

By
Henry Gillman

Author of 1 Marked for Life,™ *'Fio Ancient Men
of the Great Lake,™ atc.

o I
s @

Litdle, Brown, and Company
1898

HRWTYIKI WD

1 fact throughout the East, that the Mahometans are gradually
\g in number and lack that energy of character and enterprise which
e Christian population possess in a marked degree...3
:09 9y A} nY2pn AV NYDWM ‘immoveable East’n Yw fwbnn
Meanwhile all things continue as they were. The Orient is unchanged and
apparently unchangeable... The European Residents become orientalized,
enfeebled, and sooner or later yield to the dominant Arabic influence and
tendencies.??
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...an almost sublime reliance upon Providence, attributing everything that
befalls them, whether good or evil to ‘the will of God’, and doing little or
nothing to arrest the consequences of adverse circumstances.3
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Letter Preceding Report of Consul Selah Merrill — Jerusalem, 1891

No. 15
United States Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria

October 3, 1891

Hon. William F. Wharton
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

Sir,

I have the honor to inclose [sic] my Report on Jews and Jewish Colonies in Palestine.

I have made a typewriter [sic] copy of the same, which I inclose [sic] also thinking it may
be a convenience to the Department.

The principal author of the “Blackstone Memorial” to which.I refer in my report,
knowing my familiarity with all Jewish questions, labored with me two hours to persuade
me to sign his paper. I told Mr. Blackstone plainly that his proposition was unwise and ill-
timed. I trust my report will have the effect of showing some light on a perplexing
question.

I remain, respectfully,
Your obedient servant

Selah Merrill

U.S. Consul
Inclosure: {sic]

Report — Jews and Jewish Colonies in Palestine

JEWS AND JEWISH COLONIES IN PALESTINE (Oct. 3, 1891).

decades the immigration of these people has
more than once fallen off only to be revived
again and again, but owing to circumstances
which will be mentioned later, the tide of
incoming Hebrews has for more than two
months past been at its lowest ebb. This state
of things exists while I am writing this Report.

General interest in the subject

Questions pertaining to the Jews occupy such
an important place in the current literature of
the world that a discussion particularly of those
phases of them which apply to Palestine would
seem to be demanded at the present time.

Increase in the Jewish population At no time have the Jews come to this country
During the years 1882 and 1883 there was a in such multitudes as is popularly represented,
sudden influx into this country of great bodies for very respectable journals have placed the
of Jews so that the number of Jewish number now in Palestine as high as one
inhabitants was nearly doubled and this hundred and fifty thousand which is more than
increase was largely permanent. During the last three times greater than the facts will warrant.
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Reasons why many who come do not remain

It may not be generally known that many of
the Jews who come here do not remain and so
cannot be reckoned among the Jewish
population. Various causes lead them to retrace
their steps, of which I will mention two or
three. Within the last twelve months a
considerable number of well-to-do Jews have
come to Palestine and after examining matters
such as business, prices of land and prospects
for investments, have decided against either
settling or investing money here and have gone
away.

Another class of rather poor people, not
destitute but with very limited means have come
here and finding the various branches of trade to
which they were accustomed already over-
crowded, have left the country after a very
short stay.

Further, there has been a desire on the part
of native Jews either those who were born in
the country or who spent here most of their

» to other lands, chiefly America,

v to better their circumstances. They

led to this by the influx of Jews from

e opportunities for trade not having

roportionately to the immigration of

W years.

’r the government has taken strong

0 prevent the increase of what it
regards s an objectionable class of Jews and
has compelled about two hundred families to
leave the country.

Thus while it may seem to certain enthusiasts in
England and America that a great tide of
immigration is setting towards the holy land,
the facts that I have just mentioned tend to
diminish the number of those that actually
come, and they show also that the Jews do not
find this country to be the paradise for them
which the persons referred to would have the
world believe. The laws of business, commerce,
climate, and growth to which people who live
here must be subject, cannot be ignored. To
pour into this country tens of thousands of
Jews would be an unspeakable calamity both
for the country and the Jews themselves. Mere
enthusiasm of friends in Europe and America
would not keep these poor immigrants alive.

Exaggerated reports as to their numbers
Meantime reports of “the large number of Jews
that are returning to the land of their fathers”
still continue to be circulated in both the
English and American newspapers. Hence a
person on the ground who is deeply in the

PP M

welfare of the Jews, naturally looks about for
the evidence of this, if it is as represented well
high marvellous increase in the Jewish
population of Palestine.

Sources of information and population

While it is not easy to obtain positive
information as to the numbers of Jews in this
country as one might obtain similar figures
from the census bureau at home, we have
means which enable us to determine the
number with approximate exactness. There are
among the Jews organizations called
‘“‘communities™ where every Jewish family is
supposed to be recorded. The secretaries of
these communities furnish very valuable
statistics. There are besides the heads of the
different colonies, heads of schools, pilgrim
houses, hospitals, asylums or poor houses, and
the consuls representing different foreign
governments each of whom is able to give an
account of those under his protection, and a
few other sources, where, if one will take
sufficient pains, he may obtain the facts and
information desired.

After a good deal of trouble I have
ascertained the following results: nine cities and
towns count among their inhabitants a certain
humber of Jews as here indicated, Jaffa 2,700;
Ramleh, 166; Jerusalem 25,322; Hebron, 1,200;
Nablous, 99; Tiberias 2,900; Safed, 6,126; Acre,
200; Haifa, 1,640, making a total of 40,353.

In addition eleven agricultural colonies
report a total of four hundred and thirty five
families, and if we count five persons to a
family — and there are reasons which make
this number in this case too large — we can
add about two thousand to the former sum and
say that 42,000 to 43,000 represents pretty
nearly the number of Jews in Palestine.

Misleading methods of computation

It would be interesting if we could ascertain the
source of the extravagant statements as to the
number of Jews as here indicated, Jaffa 2,700;
get into circulation. These exaggerations
certainly harm the Jews as can readily be seen,
and some of their most intelligent people have
spoken to me strongly on the subject.

In this connection it may not be out of place
to say that during the early part of the present
summer I was greatly puzzled by the reports
which reached Jerusalem every fourtnight, if
not every week, of the surprisingly large
number of Jews that were landed at Jaffa. At
last I discovered that the boatmen were in the
habit of counting every individual as a
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“family”; so if thirty Jews arrived on a given
steamer it was announced that “thirty families”
had arrived, if 50 souls came, “fifty families”
had come, and so on.

If the Jews did not originate, I feel certain
that they encouraged this vicious method of
counting. As an illustration — they are in the
habit of speaking of a cluster of houses, say of
four, six or ten as the case may be, which join
each other as Jewish houses always do,
containing one and possibly two rooms each, as
a “colony”. If you ask a Jew to state the
number of Jewish colonies around Jerusalem
he will give you almost fabulous figures
because of his method of reckoning. These facts
may be of service to people thousands of miles
from here who are flattering themselves with
the notion that half of Palestine is already
occupied by the children of Israel who have
recently come hither from other lands.

A “boom” in land: Causes and Results

Last year and during the first half of the
present year new interest was awakened in
Palestine by the great advance in the price of
land especially about Jerusalem. This
movement could best be described as a regular
“boom” and any intelligent “boom,” American
could see that it must be short-lived. But the
heads of these Oriental people have been
completely turned by it and no class has shared
in the unnatural excitement more than the
Jews. Such a thing was never before known in
this country, and all sorts of wild predictions
were made as to the immediate future. The
“redemption of Israel” was thought to be at
hand and Palestine to be rapidly passing into
control of the Hebrew race. A great deal of
land changed ownership, and pieces that had
cost a few hundred dollars five years since have
been sold for as many thousands.

One is led to inquire for the reason of this
sudden and wonderful rise in the price of land.
No new manufacturing interests had been
established, no mines opened, the soil produced
no more abundantly than in former years, there
has been no special production of wealth in any
form, neither had the taxes or the hardships of
military service been reduced: but there had
been in fact, a proposition to build a railroad
from Jaffa to Jerusalem a distance of forty
miles, and engineers and laborers were already
at work to carry it into effert; — secondly,
there had been an unusual amount of
extravagant talk by unwise friends of the Jews
that Palestine was soon to be re-peopled by

them; — and, thirdly, certain interested parties
in this country were causing reports to be
published and circulated in Russian, English
and American newspapers to the effect that
now was the time to make fortunes here in the
purchase of land.

The beginning of the railroad was looked
upon by many people as a sure herald of an era
of prosperity for Palestine such as it had not
enjoyed since the days of Herod. But even
when completed, which cannot be for one and
probably for two years yet, while it will be a
convenience for those who have to travel
between Jerusalem and the sea coast, it is
doubtful if it can ever pay its ordinary running
expenses, and for it creating to any extent any
new sources of prosperity it will be simply
impossible.

The kind of extravagant talk to which I refer
may best be illustrated by the so-called
“Blackstone memorial™ presented to the
President and Secretary of State in March of
the present year. That document was weak by
the absence among the signers of the names of
certain persons who are best acquainted with
Eastern politics if not also with the character
and habits of the modern Jews. In reality it was
one of the wildest schemes brought before the
public. The originators of the document do not
know the designs of Russia upon this country,
they do not know the designs of France upon
this country, they do not appear to know that
Turkey is not in the habit of giving away whole
provinces for the asking, they seem to forget
that Turkey has a right to say who shall settle
upon her soil, and they do not seem to be
acquainted to any practical extent with Jewish
character, — in a word, they appear to be
ignorant of two great facts, 1. That Palestine is
not ready for the Jews and 2. that the Jews are
not ready for Palestine.

The government checking immigration
A sudden check, however, was given to this
craze for land speculation by the order of the
Turkish government that no more Russian Jews
should be allowed to enter Palestine. This was
nearly three months since, about the first of
July, and land immediately fell off in price. For
purchasers who intended to settle here the
order was no doubt a blessing.

During the spring of this year scores of Jews
came here with money encouraged by the reports
of the unusual revival of prosperity in Palestine,



and as with many of these before they went away, I
conversed as to their object in coming, and in
every case it was freely confessed that it was not to
buy land, settle upon it, and develop its resources,
and thus do what they could do to beautify and
render prosperous this historic country, but it was
that they might make money by buying and selling
land.

Do the Jews wish to settle in Palestine?
It is certainly a persistent question whether or
not the considerable amount of Jews of the
world desire to migrate to Palestine. The most
reliable statistics put the entire number of Jews
in the world at seven million, and it is not
probable that two percent of these would care’
or could even be induced to come here to live.
I have myself enquired to hundreds of well-to-
do Jews in Europe and America if there was
any general desire on their part or on the part
of Tewe with whom they were acquainted, to

> Palestine, and I have found that

ng exists only to a very limited extent,

it is confined almost wholly to the

1ses. As a rule most Jews in the

vorld are so well satisfied with their

»ndition of prosperity that they would

iy account leave their homes for the
narasnips and uncertainties of a colonizing life
in the land that once belonged to their very
remote ancestors. Their mission in the world
does not appear to be that of colonization.

Dislike for agricultural life: Preference for cities
We do not find the Jews engaged in ocean
commerce, in mining, or in manufacture, they
are not tillers of the soil, they can scarcely be
classed as producers of wealth in any way
important sense. As a race, they are not seeking
a country, they do not want land, but they
want wealthy cities, for there they know with
their peculiar race characteristics they can
thrive best. Hence we find them turning as if by
instinct to the great centers of commerce and
industry where they can live on the fortunes or
misfortunes of other people.

What I have said about Jews secking centers
of trade and avoiding entirely other places even
more desirable as residences is well illustrated
by Palestine. They have here four sacred cities
where they have always lived — Hebron,
Jerusalem, Tiberias and Safed. Of these
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Jerusalem being the largest center has the
greatest number of Jews, since more than one
half of the Jewish inhabitants of Palestine are
living here. Aside from these places it is only
within two or three years that a Jew could be
found in any of the many towns of the country,
and now they are found in five only, namely,
Jaffa, Ramleh, Haifa, Acre and Nablous, all of
which are important business centers. But in
Ramleh, Nablous and Acre, the entire
population amounts only to four hundred and
sixty souls, the rest of the four thousand eight
hundred being found in the two sea port towns
Haifa and Jaffa.

Harmful results of aiding Colonists and others
With regard to the colonies it would seem by
comparing all the talk that has filled the world
for the last fifteen'years about planting the
Jews in Palestine, and all the efforts, including
the money spent that have been made in this
direction with the actual results as seen today,
it would seem that the Jews do not have much
desire to become colonists. Able bodied men
that have to be hired to be colonists are not the
kind of material that is needed to make a new
settlement flourish.

Out of four hundred and thirty-nine families
reported as belonging to different colonies in
Palestine two hundred and fifty five of them
are actually paid so much a month by the
Rothschilds. This amounts to about four
dollars a month for each individual, so that if a
tenant family consists of a man, his wife and
three children, his monthly allowance would be
twenty dollars. The tenant also has his house
rent free, and all his expenses for schools,
synagogue services, doctors, medicines, and
water supply are paid for by the Rothschild
funds. This is a very generous gratuity; it is an
inducement for a Jew to join a colony, and it
supports him while he is learning the art of
agriculture. What would have been the result,
does one suppose, had the United States
Government adopted such a plan in the
settlement of the different Western states? To
state the proposition is to expose its absurdity.
Yet this one fact illustrates the difference
between a Jewish colony in Palestine and
settlements that have been made by the
enterprising Americans in the West. Where the
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stipend is sure as it is in the case of these
Jewish colonists, personal energy is not likely
to be relied upon as the chief element of
success.

Jerusalem likewise is made attractive to the
poorer classes of Jews by the fact that money is
collected in other parts of the world and sent
here for their support. Every family receives a
portion (“haluka™) and as the amount can be
depended upon with some regularity it becomes
an essential help towards their annual expense
for living. The recipients of this gratuity do not
think so, but it can be shown that the
distribution of money is really a curse. To
make such a statement will be to incur the
wrath of certain Jews, and it will no doubt be
ascribed to Christian prejudice, yet I can give
the best Jewish authority for the same opinion
stated in even more emphatic language than I
have done. Its results are demoralizing; — it
takes away individual independence and
encourages pauperism.

Both the practices now referred to are wrong
in principle and pernicious in their effects.

Contrast between German and Jewish Colonies
There is near Jerusalem a settlement of
Germans called the “Temple Colony” and it is
one of the most attractive places in Palestine.
No rich Germans joined it, only a few of them
were well-to-do and most of them were poor
families not any better off than the average
Jewish families that are hired to live in the
Jewish colonies. They receive no help from any
source but by hard work, energy, perseverance
and frugality they have built comfortable
homes, planted gardens and trees for fruit and
shade, and made their settlement neat,
prosperous and beautiful. They have in
Palestine two or three other colonies equally
flourishing. I will not mention the name but I
visited one of the largest colonies in the
country and the general appearance of it was
one of dilapidation; houses were broken and
patched, windows were stuffed with rags,
courtyards were covered with litter, outhouses
and fences were neglected, crops were poorly
cultivated, and weeds were growing abundantly
everywhere. The contrast between this Jewish
colony and the German Temple colony shows
just the difference which exists between Jews

and Germans as agriculturists and colonists.

Without following out this topic further it
may be said that the planting of Jewish
colonies in Palestine from which friends of the
Jews had hoped so much is only an experiment
whose success is by no means assured.

The order restricting immigration

Reference has been made to an order from the
Turkish Government restricting the
immigration of Russian Jews. In the first place
the character given to these people was
invariably bad, even if we derive our authority
for the statement exclusively from Jewish
sources. But in the second place there were
local sources which had their influence in
calling the order forth. The Jews here were fast
monopolizing every branch of trade and thus
preventing Mohammedans and Christians from
gaining a livelihood. By living in the meanest
manner as to food and clothing, and by
crowding together in small tenements
frequently a family of five or six persons in a
single room, they could reduce their expenses
to a trifling sum. This accomplished they were
enabled to undersell their Gentile neighbors. It
was not a question of fair competition between
Jew and Mohammedan, but a question of who
could live the cheapest, and success was with
the Jew. The Jews spent no money except for
the benefit of fellow Jews. If they built a house
or bad other work to do they employed Jews
exclusively. The older inhabitants thus found
their work and trade taken directly out of their
hands by a class whom the government allowed
to reside here and whom it protected.
Consequently a strong petition was drawn up
and sent to Constantinople protesting against
the further increase of this undesirable class.

Clannishness and unwillingness to assimilate with
other people

Not only in Jerusalem, but in every other city
of the world where Jews congregate they are
clannish beyond any other people that claim to
be civilized. A Jew must live where other Jews
live. Why does Baron Hirsch or any other
friend of the Jews propose to settle them here
and there only in colonies? Was that the way
our Western states were settled? Americans,
Germans and Swedes are willing to settle one
on this farm and another on that farm until the



whole country is covered with beautiful farms
and prosperous inhabitants. But no amount of
money or persuasion would induce Jews to
settle in this manner, and were the proposition
made to them it would be spurned with
contempt. Rather than do this and thus be
independent, a Jew would prefer a starvation
existence in the filthiest quarter of New York,
London or Jerusalem.

One of the severest charges that can be
brought against the Jews is that he will not
assimilate with the people about him. He
claims he can not because of his religion. But
Irish Catholics have come to America in great
numbers and have become identified with the
people about them in every particular way that
pertains to domestic and social life and still
they have preserved their religion intact. The
Jews claim that his religion consists in
worshinning one God; this certainly need not

1 from assimilating with other
when put to the test we find that he
about the eating of certain kinds of
rearing of certain kinds of clothing,
shing of dishes in a certain manner,
ss about worshipping God. In other
religion consists in these trifling
ooservances, and these are some of the things
that stand in the way of his progress.

His sufferings largely due to himself

The Jew imagines that Christians persecute him
because of their prejudice against his religion.
But no such feeling exists, and he makes no
greater mistake than in asserting this to be a
fact.

He thinks that the tyrannical nature of
certain governments leads them to impose
ruinous hardships and restrictions upon his
people. But a nation that is seeking its own
prosperity does not as a rule expel good
citizens; on the contrary, it strives to retain
them. There must be reasons for the expulsion
of certain Jews from Russia, that are, by the
friends of the the Jews, kept partially hid from
the public — reasons which would throw light
upon the character of those for whom just now
so much sympathy is demanded. Several
intelligent Jews have expressed to me great
regret that so much has been said about the
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persecutors in Russia, partly, I believe, because
it had disclosed to some extent the character of
the class against whom these alleged severe
measures have been adopted.

If the Jews would live as people in England
and American live, adopting clearly habits and
civilized modes of life, assimilating in all
domestic, social, political and educational
matters with those about him, marry and
intermarrying with other races, his trouble
would soon cease and the world would hear
little more of “Jewish persecutions.” To this
end it would seem that his worshipping one
God ought to be a help rather than a
hindrance. Owing to native conceit or to the
flattery of unwise friends it has come to pass
that the Jew is the last person in the world to
recognize the fact that a large part of the evils
which he suffered is due to himslef, and that he
himself must be changed before he can live
among civilized people without attracting their
unfavorable notice or calling forth their
emphatic censure.

What the Jew needs and does not need

The Jew needs, in the first place, less flattery,
to be told that his “are the chosen people,”
““descended from Abraham”, destined to be re-
established as a “kingdom in the land of his
fathers”, etc., etc. The Turks have heard about
this and they do not intend that any Jewish
kingdom shall be established at present, at least
not in Palestine. Were such a dream to be
realized, what would be the fate of it? It is only
within a period of two or three generations that
the Jews have been emancipated in the different
countries of the world. After ages of bondage
they have received their freedom and as a race
they do not know what to do with it. When
and where have they learned the art of self
government? The quickest way to annihilate
themn would be to place them in Palestine with
no restriction or influences from any civilized
government, and allow them to govern
themselves: they would very soon destroy each
other.

The Jew needs to learn that his place in the
world will be determined by what he can do for
himself, and not so much by what Abraham
did for himself four thousand years ago. It has
a most mischievous effect to be always
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associating the modern Jews with eminent men
and deeds in the remote ages of the past.

If the Jew would be a successful colonist he
must learn to rely upon himself and not upon
the bounty which is almost lavishly bestowed
upon him at present.

He needs to learn, moreover, that his race
will never be robust and stalwart until the
pernicious practice of marrying as children
ceases, a practice which produces only a race of
weaklings of whom neither soldiers, colonists,
nor enterprising citizens can be made.

The Jew needs education of a higher order
and of a different type than what he receives at
present. In Jerusalem education consists chiefly
in instruction in the Talmud, which fits a man,
by the confession of Jews themselves, for
nothing whatsoever. Language, science, every
branch of study that would fit him to take his
place among people of the same rank in other
parts of the world, is ignored. It is no wonder
that the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem do not see
and appreciate this fact.

In a word, the Jew needs not a Palestine re-
peopled by his own race, not a new Jerusalem
occupied exclusively by Hebrews duplicating
thus the Jewish quarter of New York, London

or Prague, but he needs by education, by self-
training, by contact and commingling with
other people, by assimilation with those about
him, to transform himself into a new kind of
Jew who shall be indistinguishable in dress,
manners, and habits from his respectable
neighbors, who shall be an honorable citizen of
whatever country it may be his lot to inhabit.

Conclusion

The reasons why Jewish agricultural colonies in
Palestine are practically a failure, a condition
which is likely to continue so long as efforts are
made to plant them here, are due not so much
to climate, soil and government, as they are to
peculiar traits in Jewish character, and as this
phase of the question is constantly overlooked
by the friends of the Jews I have thought best,
since I have had unusual opportunities for
many years of studying this matter, to give it
special prominence in this Report.

United States Consulate,

Jerusalem, Syria

October 3, 1891
Selah Merrill
U.S. Consul



