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Princeton, New Jersey 1993.
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support this. A Jewish politeuma (with
the technical name used) is known in
Berenice in Cyrenaica from the time of
Augustus, and there are indications that
the Jewish communities in other cities of
that province also formed politeumata.
Even in Palestine the Jewish minority in
Caesarea seems to have constituted a
politeuma, and the same may have been
the case with the Jews at Leontopolis in
Egypt. In view of these examples, it is
probable safe to assume that a politeuma
was the standard political organization of
all Jewish communities of any size in the
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recognized, formally constituted corpo-
ration of aliens enjoing the right of
domicile in a foreign city and forming a
separate, semi-autonomous civic body, a
city within the city; it had its own
constitution and administered its own
internal affairs as an ethnic unit through
officials distinct from and independent of
those of the host city... Politeumata were
a regular feature of Hellenistic cities and
the Jews of the Diaspora could easily be
fitted into this pattern and enjoy an
official standing in gentile cities whithout
being integrated into their life and
therfore without being faced with the
dilemma of being expected to participate
in their religious observances. The
Alexandrian situation was by no means
unique. Josephus says that the position of
the Jews in Antioch, Ephesus ‘and
throughout the rest of Ionia’ was parallel
to that of the Alexandrian Jews, and for
Sardis there is specific evidence to
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Jews, would not, on the whole, seem to
apply to the ancient period’
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ting the weakness and suffering of the
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