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The naval service sustained no small loss in a a young man of first rate mathematical
science, of Herculean strength and great skill in the use of fire arms. His other naval merits
are better known to his brother officers in the Service than to us, but I shall not soon forget
his amiable [200] manners and his conversation of a steady unpretending religious tone.
It may be enquired why with such apparently inadequate means so formidable a task
should have been undertaken but it was precisely because the display was not great that
he expected to succeed better than with an expensive parade to attract attention, and invite
a coalition of Arab tribes to impede him. He felt great confidence in his personal strength
in his conscious force of mind in the faithfulness of his three fine men, (2 of whom had
been previously engaged in explorations in Australia) in the soundness of his boat & in the
excellence of his nautical instruments.

By means of a native Protestant teacher travelling on the Eastern side of Jordan® (who on
hearing of the disaster hastened to represent to the plunderers the dangers of injuring the
English) the articles stolen has been mostly restored to the owners — they were of no great
value, because the scientific instruments the food and the tent were mounted on camels
and proceeding with the officers in advance of the main attack.

As it is my object merely to state circumstances of my own personal presence in connection
with this expedition, I have only to add that I have recently found in the Visitor's book of
Tiberias the following entry.8>

[201] September the 3.
We three Seamen belongen to her M.S. Spartan was received with kindeness at this
house, we ware watout food or Ramant 3 dayes before we Came hear
And the Landlord Supplyd us with Bouth therfore we recomend this house to travelears
( signed) Ian Grant
John Lescomb
George Winter
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Molyneux had been two nights & a day & a half upon the water sometimes in rough
weather & thermometer [198] sometimes 130 Fahrenheit, in an atmosphere of steam
producing drowsiness and depression of spirits.

The party had become much browner since I had left them on Friday night and were
overwhelmed with fatigue. After dining altogether on the brink of a running stream, they
sent up a beautiful rocket of silvery stars, which had been reserved for extreme necessity.

Tuesday 7th.

Early on the move. It was a strange scene at the moment of the camels rising from the
ground with the boat slung on poles between them. Imagine a broken front to the picture
with the back ground of bare mountains. British officers, and Arabs, with women and
children, around, the latter skipping with glee, and some infants in arms screaming with
fright at the horrid noise uttered by the camels.

all started towards Jerusalem. The boat party took another road from ours, and rejoined
while resting at Khatroon.

- whole party stayed for repose and arrangement of business till Friday 10th when they
Jerusalem shortly before the guns announced the close of Ramadan - they proceeded
by the road to Lydd, as the best for conveyance of the boat.
I'was informed afterwards of their safe arrival at Jaffa, and of the unbounded joy of the
Spartan’s crew ~ the men sobbing in [199] tears, and shouting at the sight of their beloved
officers besides their skipping round the Dingey, and vowing she should never be washed
from the slime of the Dead Sea.
The three seamen of the Expedition having been forwarded to Beyroot, were left there for
rest and medical treatment.
But the most melancholy tale remains to be added. Lt. Molyneux had suffered greatly in
mind and body ever since leaving Tiberias, physically of course during the examination of
the Dead Sea. About the last words that I heard from him were “Yes I am doing pretty well
now, no fever yet, but when I get on board, & the excitement is over then I shall catch it”.
He was exceedingly scorched, restless and his eyes greatly inflamed.
It is not to be much wondered at that a in few days after our parting he fell a victim to a
fever, the virulence of which baffled all the medical skill that could be found in Beyroot or

summoned from Damascus. We as well as his more intimate friends felt deeply such a
termination of so short an expedition.
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Saturday -

Arrived in the afternoon at Jerusalem, among civilized people and had the satisfaction of
changing clothes and washing.

Sunday - Intelligence arrived that the Sailors had been found in Tiberias, having made
their way, thither as being the last town they had left. They had wandered about for a day
in search for their officer, and on the second day afterwards arrived utterly naked, two of
the three carrying the wounded man. They had fed on berries etc. as well as they could,
had drunk nothing for fear of approaching the river and had travelled mostly by the late
moonlight of nights.

The Pasha being asleep, as well as the Colonel of the Garrison (it being still Ramadan) I
could get no horseman to carry this intelligence to the Dead Sea. At length I [197] went
myself to the Seraglio, and had the Pasha awakened — he refused to grant a horseman, or
do any more in our behalf. So I sent off my Kawass all alone with a letter to inform Lt.
Molyneux of the news.

In the evening a fourth letter on the subject arrived, namely from Mr. Cohen who was at
Tiberias.’2

Monday -

At break of day I was called on by two officers of the Spartan who had left the ship at Jaffa
being sent on to meet and cheer up poor Molyneux.

About noon I started with them & their Dragoman without Kawass or Guard from the
Authorities.

We shaped our course toward the Dead Sea - but as I turned aside to the tower of Jericho
to get a blanket etc. from my stores there ~ behold! there was the Dingey with her spars all
neatly lashed and the two Camels kneeling alongside — there was his green tent & there
brave Molyneux himself.

“O qui complexus et gaudia quanta fuerunt!”® The meeting of the brother officers was
most affecting with much to ask & much to tell.
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Egyptians, Amaouts,”® besides the Fellakh guide from near Tiberias, who having been
stripped by the Arabs was now arrayed in a blue Guernsey frock, blue Sailors’ trowsers [!]
too short for his absolute comfort; he had on a blue striped turban & he also sat like the
others contentedly “drinking smoke”.

After dinner the Aga (with us in the tent) began [195] to talk about battles, then jumped
up, and we all set to at ball practice, aiming at a tent peg, set up at the margin of the water,
with another peg lying across it.

Molyneux sat down to writing up his journal (or rather copying out the rough notes, which
rough notes he was to forward by my means to the Ship at Jaffa). Meanwhile the Aga and
I got into the boat, with a Maltese servant, and I had the unprecedented honour of taking
the stroke oar in launching a British man-of-war’s Dingey upon,

“ — that bituminous lake
Where Sodom stood.””?

1 short time, as the sun was falling low, we landed, and I bade farewell to our noble
nd, leaving with him two Bash Bezuk to guard his tent and for his only assistance, in
navigation, his Dragoman, and the Maltese, whom he had brought from Jerusalem, a
r creature, who hardly knew one end of an oar from another.8°
Lhere was a strong misty steam upon the water concealing distant objects, well according
with the uncertainty always connected with the place, and with the approaching events.
All but those above mentioned retired to Jericho in [196] order to proceed next moming
(Saturday) to Jerusalem, my intention being to retumn after a Sunday’s rest.
As the sun went down, the company of Bash Bezuk separated among the sunken
labyrinths of sandiness. 6 out of the 15 took a different direction from us. We halted at the
ruined Convent Ain Hajlah®! by starlight to fire signals & beat kettle drums. — all in vain -
so we resumed the march in single file, pattering the drums, all the way to Jericho the Aga
leading the way up & down the precipices.

R .W. Sussheim, ‘Amauts’, EI, I, Leiden-London 1927, pp. 449460 :7IR7 ,*125X7 Q¥ *32 O O°BIRIIRT 78
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After breakfast we all set off for the Dead Sea, the boat having been ordered to pass out of
the river at the junction with the Lake.

On our way we met a party of travellers returning towards Jericho ~ amongst them there
were two ladies one of them said to be a Russian Countess.

Near the beach besides the tracks of various quadrupeds I observed innumerable foot-
prints of birds probably of storks ~ the form of the print was always this "——% <
I dismounted and measured one of these. From A to B was 2 1/4 inches: and from B to C
was 4 inches: total 6 1/4 inches.

Approaching the mouth of the river (which travellers very seldom visit but I have been
there before) and while I was just raising my rifle in front of a stork perched upon the small
triangular island,”8 a Jackal was started, almost all of us joined in the chase, and he was
with great difficulty killed, even tho’ he received several balls in his body and head.

The breeze coming from the Dead Sea was felt something like a gush of fire against the
face.

Tall reeds line the brink of the calm smooth river, but when they take to trailing on the
ground they often measure [194] 20 or 30 feet instead of 4 or 5. From the nature of the
ground near the entrance of the stream into the Lake it is clear that the Jordan must not
uncommonly “overflow his banks” in that direction.

The boat was brought round clear out of the river to where Lt. Molyneux had a tent pitched
on the beach which is strewed as is well known with bleached drift timber, cast back upon
the land after having floated down the river.

Nautical instruments were brought out, leads and lines examined etc., while the grooms
stripped and led their horses into the bituminous lake,”” and fires were lighted behind the
tent for cooking.

The Aga sat smoking his Chibouque in the tent door open to the water (Thermometer 94
Fahrenheit with breeze and shade) occasionally peering through my telescope at a green
patch of Durra cultivation on the Moab Mountains.

We formed motley groups from the combined party of Englishmen, Negroes, Arabs,
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“Mustapha Aga! Mustapha Aga!
Elelelelelelelel, etc. - “

The great man then descended to our tent to arrange for the morrow’s proceedings — but
he was still followed by the women, performing a singing dance — with almost [192] frantic
gestures, their leader beating time with her musical Chibouque pipe”? - little girls joining
in the fantasia, screaming

“I am a young virgin just arrived
Elelelelelelel”

or thus

“Now we have leave to build more houses
“The order is come from Aleppo”.
“Through Mustapha Aga Mustapha Aga!”

2se ladies are noted for being the dirtiest in all Palestine and perhaps the ugliest — their
'ss is entirely blue.”*
last they were so kind as to leave us & we lay down to sleep first killing two very large
ders, perhaps Tarantulas’ — small white scorpions were not rare, and the sand flies
uld have annoyed us at any other time.
My only bed was a piece of matting, no covering, the pillow was a bag of rice, pistols lay
at my right hand, two guns at my left — and the Kawass sleeping just outside covered by
his cloak.

Friday 3rd

How delicious was a short walk before sunrise. I sauntered near the remaining trunk of the
last palm tree of Jericho “the city of palm trees,” and this must soon fall as it is rotting near
the bottom. There was such an abundance of pigeons that one might easily find
subsistence there for some time without [193] stirring from the tent door - but this diet
might be varied by a short walk to the streams where small fish abound.
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Jericho in [190] order to pursue his investigation of the Dead Sea.

So we dismounted and rested for about 20 minutes each man in the small shadow of his
own horse ~ no other shade existing except perhaps at some distance too great to justify
the search after it.

During the return we had a chase in a glen after some wild beast, but without success.
Then our advanced people caught sight of 3 Arabs and pursued them, one of them (a
wretched looking old man with a small bundle on his shoulders) was overtaken — the
others plunged into a marshy brake of wild sugar cane, and would not shew themselves —
we did all we could to reassure the frightened captive, explaining our real object and
promising him bakhshish, if he would aid in recovering the lost men. It was evident that
he knew nothing of any service to us.

Further on I found in one place no less than 5 plants of Asclepias gigantea (now I believe
universally considered the true Apple of Sodom)?? all of them higher than my head while
on horseback — this was about an hour north of Jericho.

In the distant prospect were numerous fires of Kali bumning - and little whirlwind columns
of sand twirling upwards into the air travelling slowly and then falling. At one time 7 in
sight, at another 4 etc. We had no wind near us ~ the reflection of heat from the ground
very [191] great, and my Kawass with his face and eyes scorched and swelled, protecting
himself with a handkerchief as much as possible.

We amived at our tent exactly 12 hours after leaving it and we must have ridden in the
interval above 50 miles without rest worth mentioning, without food or drink.

Our night was hotter than the one preceeding [!] it. The Aga and his troup went into the
tower, and all the women of the wretched village went to its roof (where was a flickering
beacon fire) to greet him with chorus-singing — a strange scene amid the red light, waving
their arms, some clapping, some singing, and others performing the usual nay,
indispensable part of Arab choruses, viz powerful screams between every few lines ~ thus -

“Mustapha Aga! Mustapha Aga!
“What riches has
“What houses has
“What horses has
“What honours has
AT2YTHT 72720 N27ND MAx% IXTID IR ,¥I07 YT by TR 77 X5w 10 7 22005 Owa max pw2 PR 72
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Daybreak was accompanied by the sweet singing of birds among the thickets, but soon all

became a wilderness of heat and silence.

We proceeded due North, Molyneux occasionally shouting or using his powerful signal

whistle, the signal which his men had been accustomed to obey.

Passing the Wady Abd el Kader on our left at the opening of which is a very pretty Moslem

Wely or Saints’ Tomb surrounded by gardens.®? At about one hour after sunrise we

perceived before us the smoke of Kali burning, an occupation not uncommon [189] in the

hot season of the year upon the wide plain, by scattered persons or families, for the Kali

plant is there most abundant and luxuriant sometimes 20 feet in height — the ashes they

convey for sale to Nablus.”

My Kawass and I rode on much ahead of the rest through tangled bushes and dry old

channels to the nearest of the 3 or 4 fires, and found a girl who however was too much

frightened to give us any intelligible replies. The soldiers coming up we rode together to the
¢t fire and just perceived two figures of something like human beings making their
ape, plunging through a stream of water and climbing up a rock on the other side quite
rond the probability of our reach on horseback. After long repeated queries and
urances that no harm would be done them one condescended to reply but no
srmation could be gained that could be of any use.

We were now so far advanced up the plain as to be approaching the Zerka or Jabbok;”*

but the Bash Bezuk were grumbling at proceeding on so fruitless an expedition.

Lieut. Molyneux also became the more convinced as we went that the men must have

made their way Westwards, over the hills towards the Mediterranean, as they were well

aware that the Sea coast runs parralel[!] with the Jordan - and he was willing to retumn to

‘Heber, Reginald’, The Dictionary of National Biography, IX, London X1 .2wi1 N°22 @ wm DR
1921-1922, pp. 355-357; The Poetical Works of Crabbe, Heber, and Pollok, Complete in One Volume, II: The
o3 5210 71 Pon . Poetical Works of Reginald Heber, D. D. Lord Bishop of Calcutta, Philadelphia 1850
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near this my tent was pitched, but no intelligence had been received concerning the sailors.
When the military party came up the motley troop formed in line to salute their Aga —
holding the muskets perpendicular in the left hand, with the right they each made the
Oriental Salaam.

After a few minutes we formed a committee round the tent for examination of the Guide
and Dragoman. The result was that we determined to march as soon as the moon should
rise towards the place of the disaster in search of the seamen.

Molyneux and I returned to my tent, where we lay down for a short sleep. Thermometer at
97 Fahrenheit.5

Soon afterwards a horse’s tramp was heard which proved to be that of a Kawass of Dr.
Schultz, the Prussian Consul, who with his cousin Mr. Weber had come from Jerusalem to
investigate a particular spot in the neighborhood.®” [188] They offered to assist us in our
object, but on learning that we were to start so soon were afraid that their horses were not
capable of allowing them to do so.

At one o’clock the moon rose over the Moab mountains, and I wrote a note to Jerusalem
to be conveyed by a man returning thither in a few hours more.

The drums beat their signal and we mounted. How romantically beautiful was the effect of
our filing in single line, at first through shrubs and trees, then over open ground with our
shadows all moving black and steadily at our left hands.

“I see them on their winding way

And o'er their ranks the moonbeams play
And nearer yet and yet more near

The martial chorus strikes the ear”.58
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Such was the Lieutenant’s tale, and we agreed to return to the city to procure more Bash
Bezuk from the Pasha and after a night’s rest to march towards the Jordan in the morning.
I sent on my tent to Jericho and galloped back — entered the Gate of St. Stephen, requiring
the guard to admit some Englishmen coming behind me — (it being just sunset and the
season of Ramadan, when the gates are usually shut more [186] strictly to the time of
sunset), arrived at the Seraglio®? just as the Pasha and Kadi were sitting down to dine after
the day’s fast, ~ related the history — concerted for writing immediately to Nablus &
Damascus — and the Pasha promised 10 Bash Bezuk to attend us in the moming.

(Wed.y. 1. Sept.)
Lieut. Molyneux and I met the Cavalry at the Church of Sitte Miriam,% they were
dismounted in romantic groups and fantastic costumes, but on our approach were soon in
marching order to the tapping of their two pair of tiny kettle drums, one of the performers
ding his horse’s reins in his mouth while beating his bits of leather strap.
'y were commanded by a Yuz Bashi a commander of 100 who was a Bosnian, named
stapha Aga. The horse on which he rode had a fine saddle and saddle cloth of bright
tlet with scarlet fringe — the creature’s head and neck were adorned with strings of small
er omaments and coins, and silver chains, besides a large turquoise hanging on the
nose. His best horse, equally well accoutred was led before him by a mounted groom.
As we passed through Bethany the houses reechoed the thick beating notes of the kettle
drums ~ and as we rested for a few minutes at the Haud, some Moslems who were there
set themselves instantly to their prayer attitudes.
[187] Over the thirsty wildemess country, sprinkled by a few Nebbk trees ~ and passed
Khatroon. Partridges seen by the road side as large as English pheasants of which the
Dragoman shot one.%5
Having all effected the descent to the plain, I rode on first, and saw our British flag flying
over the tower of Jericho, attached to a long Arab spear crowned by black ostrich feathers,
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Obtaining four of the Bash Bezuk® from the [184] Pasha. I resolved to accompany them
myself ~ and about an hour before sunset on the 31st August we left Jerusalem intending
to make most of the journey by moonlight.

But at a short distance beyond Bethany just before descending to the Haud®! el Azarich
we met Lieut. Molyneux travelling towards Jerusalem, accompanied only by his Dragoman.
We dismounted in a field, for he had a disastrous story to relate.

At a bend of the river, which concealed him from his boat’s party both had been
simultaneously /as he believed/ attacked by Arabs — those approaching him had been awed
by his threats into a retreat, but the men with the boat having failed to meet him at the
rendezvous appointed for the evening, the Dragoman retraced the afternoon’s march, and
found the boat in the river, and the guide whom they had brought from Tiberias entirely
naked. His story was that the sailors had been surrounded by Arabs firing muskets, and
throwing stones that one of the Englishman having levelled his musket in order to fire, was
at the same moment struck on the forehead and he fell into the water. The enemy then carried
them all into a jungle, stripped them naked and made off Eastwards with their booty.

On this disastrous intelligence, Molyneux remained till Sunset seeking for his men, and
making his usual signals [185] with a railway whistle, and then had to decide upon his
future course. He resolved to cut his way Southwards towards Jericho and the Dead Sea
with the boat and luggage, expecting of course to be again assailed during the night. He
ordered the Guide to row the boat down the river, placed his own guide in front of him for
fear of treachery - and through thickets of tangled reeds and thomns, sometimes 6 feet high
he arrived at Jericho by the moming.

There in the little square tower® he piled up the luggage and nautical instruments ~ hoisted
a blue ensign upon the tower as a signal in case of the men arriving in that direction, and
slept for an hour or two, for the first time for three days and nights. On it being reported
that the boat had come down safe he rose and proceeded towards Jerusalem to get help in
searching for the unfortunate sailors.
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Reminiscences of the English Exploring
Expedition on the Jordan and Dead Sea in 1847.

By H.M. Consul

[182] Most of us remember that a Scientific Expedition from the United States of America

carried on operations upon the Jordan and the Dead Sea in the spring of the year 1848.

Some of us have seen advertized in Newspapers that a Report of that Expedition has been

published in Europe by Captain Lynch its Commander,> but it is truly to be regretted that

no copy of that publication has yet reached this country, although our friends might have

supposed that the book would be welcome to us, and the members of that Expedition [183]

(as one might have imagined) ought reasonably to have thought so too.

Rut in the Autumn of 1847 some researches of a similar nature were commenced in the
> Jocalities, with simpler means of operations by a few bold Englishmen. Allow me to
-d some personal reminiscences of my own in connection with that Expedition.
aments I have none for exhibiting the amount of success thus obtained — but have
on to believe that it was well proportioned to the means at command, which were so
usly diminished during its progress.

Her Majesty’s Frigate “Spartan” being stationed at Beyroot in the summer of 1847 - Lieut

Molyneux with three A.B.’s undertook to examine the Jordan and Dead Sea.

They landed a Ship’s boat (the Dingey*°) with provisions, and scientific instruments, from

the Bay of Acre, and had them conveyed by camels to the Lake of Tiberias.

Thence they began to descend the river, and it was thought desirable that some of the

irregular cavalry of the country should be despatched from Jerusalem to the Jordan

opposite Jericho, and thence proceed Northwards until they should meet the Exploring

party and directly or indirectly assist them in their progress.
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exhausted that they were obliged to rest half an hour, and it was altogether a long, tedious,
and painful night journey to Jerusalem, it being often necessary to stop & adjust the sacks
of straw.

At length after much difficulty Jerusalem was safely reached at 8 oClock A.M. on Saturday
the 5th Sept. and Mr. Nicolayson had the pleasure of seeing his sick friend comfortably
settled in bed in the Casa Nuova 54

The Physician of H.E. Shereef Pasha, a European was in attendance and Mr. Whiting®>
and Mr. Nicolayson sat up at night and remained as much as possible during the day.
Throughout the following day Sunday Mr. Costigan was free from fever, and he appeared
so much better that all hoped the violence of the disease was broken, and that he would
recover, yet he never believed it himself but always said “no I know better.” Towards
evening the hopes of his recovery were much weakened by the retum of the fever, the
Doctor having declared that should it return there was no hope of his standing it. Before
midnight the attack became very severe. Up to this time Mr. Costigan had all along had
the full use of his senses. For the last two hours he ceased to speak and breathed with great
difficulty. All that could now be done was to moisten his lips occasionally with a little
lemonade and at about three oC. on Monday morning September 7th 1835 Mr. Costigan
peaceably breathed his last [263] without a struggle or a groan, and was buried the same
day on the burial ground belonging to the Latin Convent, attended by Mr. Whiting, Mr.
Nicolayson, and the monks of the convent, the deceased having been a Roman Catholic.56
As 1o notes were found among his papers nothing can be known of the results of the
expedition.

Since the period when these circumstances occured two other expeditions to the Dead Sea
have had a melancholy termination, that of 1847 like this one in the death of its chief
mover Lieut. Molyneux, and that of 1848 conducted by the Americans in the death some
time after at B’hamdoon of Mr. Dale an enterprising young officer attached to the Party.
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where Mr. Nicolayson pulled out several pieces in order to choose the best, and among the
rest the beam of an old plough, promising to pay double price for all. When the Arabs saw
this they were ashamed & at length a few began to bestir themselves, and soon brought
together quite a heap of pieces of wood. They now wanted ropes and these the host
furnished and they began to tie the poles together as best they could. In the mean time
evening was coming on and no men appeared. The Sheikh was again sent for. The
promises and threatenings were renewed as also his answers. The men would not obey
him. They said they could not carry Mr. Costigan. All this time poor Mr. Costigan was
suffering from the fever. The heat was dreadful. Although a tremendous South East wind
blew and whirled the sands of the plain about in all directions, and this though evening
had come on rendered it impracticable to bring him out into the open air, however much
he desired it, for the sand would have suffocated him.
Meantime the three men from Siloam who had been at first engaged had left and no others
:ared to take their place.
mother of the host was most solicitous in her attendance on the sufferer and shewed
cindest feelings. She sat when not [261] engaged in preparing something for him or
1ding to her domestic affairs, rubbing his hands or fanning him with the long sleeves
zr blue gown — and indeed throughout the women shewed a high degree of that kind
tender feeling of which the men seemed so provokingly destitute.
It was now evening. No adequate number of men appeared. They would not listen to the
proposal of carrying him and no wonder for they are in the constant habit of delegating all
that is toilsome to their women, and most certainly had it been a short distance in the
neighborhood there would have been more women ready to undertake the task than were
wanted, the men following smoking their pipes and gazing at the sight.
At last a wise old woman suggested a plan that would require only three men to attend Mr.
Costigan. This was to fill two large bags with chopped straw, and tie them one on each side
of the broad pack saddle, so as to form a hollow on the back of the horse. On this was
spread a large fur cloak, and a couple of cushions were fixed on the neck of the horse for
Mr. Costigan’s head to rest upon.
About nine oC. in the evening when the fever had abated the party started in this manner,
Mr. Costigan reclining on the horse two men supporting his legs — and another guiding the
animal.
The evening being rather cool Mr. Costigan felt strength [262] sufficient to ride up the first
very steep ascent with the assistance of the men, but on reaching the summit felt so
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He did not at the time think of taking a camel with him, and only afterwards learned that
Mr. Costigan had directed his servant to send one down.

The night journey was not made without much apprehension, however the party arrived
safely at Jericho on Friday moming at 2 oC. They found Mr. Costigan lying out under the
open heaven, preferring this to the miserable hovel in which he found shelter during the
heat of the day. He had had a very severe paroxysm of fever in the evening & during the
night, & it had just left him in a state of extreme exhaustion. Soon after dawn the heat
became so extensive, that they were obliged to take shelter in the hovel.

The whole day was spent in contriving how to convey Mr. Costigan to Jerusalem in the
most easy manner. So long as he was free from fever he thought that with the assistance
of one riding behind him on the same horse against whom he could lean, and one walking
on each side to hold & steady him he should be able to make his way, and three men from
[259] Siloam who were going towards Jerusalem were accordingly hired for this purpose.
But when about 4 oC. P.M. the fever returned this became impossible and the Sheikh of
the Village was sent for at Mr. Costigan’s request and desired to find 8 men and some poles
of which to make a kind of litter. The Sheikh came. Mr. Nicolayson first reasoned with,
then entreated him and made all sorts of promises but could get no other answer than that
it was impossible to find either the one or the other. Mr. Nicolayson then threatened him
with the vengeance of the Governor of Jerusalem, and told him that as Sheikh of the village
he would be held responsible for all the consequences that might result from his neglect of
duty in this case.

This seemed to have some effect and he began to look about him, and consult some of the
lazy Arabs who were sauntering about smoking their pipes or talking their talk doing
absolutely nothing.>® But neither threats or promises could induce them to stir tho Mr.
Nicolayson engaged to pay them three times over what the Governor of Jerusalem should
fix as their wages. The Sheikh then promised to find some others when the rest of the
villagers should return from the fields after sunset. And thus he left it. It was now necessary
to try what could be done with those around to induce them to procure the necessary poles
but no answer could be got [260] but iuile Mafeesh - (there are none) till Mr.
Nicolayson started himself to examine first a heap of wood, where nothing could be found
that would answer, and next the shelters against the sun which were attached to the huts,

192 /R3NTT 72%0 070w WY Byn $733 151 D2 9802 Xyn KD 0N A1MT MY WS YRIT 01500 53
/2°¥Y) 0IDW0 X7 XPRD DR D 07AT X T R 0% Tavnw 0vnb bRl 0 0Tt 55
.200 'Y ,2 4 0Yn




17 DN

More than seven times he fainted by the way and after a fruitless [257] search for water,
by turning out of the way to the ruins of an old tower,>! he at last reached Jericho in a state
of absolute exhaustion. Here he found a person belonging to the Governor of Jerusalem
who immediately sent two soldiers on horseback with water to Mr. Costigan, his own horse
for himself and a camel for the boat.
Notwithstanding the continual return of the fever Mr. Costigan had just strength enough to
ride his horse to Jericho, where he was kindly received into the house of one of the Arab
inhabitants, and very assiduously attended by the owner's mother.
This was on Wednesday the 2nd of September 1835. In the evening he sent his servant to
Jerusalem with the sails & oars of the boat and the other things intending himself to start
about midnight, hoping that the fever would then have left him.
He ordered his servant to go to the Governor of Jerusalem and request a camel to be sent
to his Master, which he was to prepare with matrasses[!] and cushions so as to admit of
ying should he not be able to ride his horse. The servant however seems quite to have
tten his master’s orders as he never sent the camel.
Thursday afternoon a messenger mounted on Mr. Costigan’s own horse came with a
to Mr. Nicolayson requesting medicine ~ the following is a copy — [258]

“My dear Sir

For God’s sake send me some medicine and emetic above all things. I cannot rise from
my bed, and if I pass two such nights as the last without aid or medicine you'll have
to do something else for me.

Yours (signed) C.C”".

As there was no physician in Jerusalem,* Mr. Nicolayson thought it better to go to him
himself and try to bring him up and accordingly started for Jericho in less than two hours.
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When, after the conclusion of this illfated voyage Mr. Nicolayson found the adventurous
traveller at Jericho, he was too weak to give much information about their tour, such
particulars only as could be gathered from his servant are preserved.4”
It appears that in two or three days they reached the Southern extremity of the Sea; but
now the favourable wind failed them to return by. A complete calm lay on the water for
several days and the servant exhausted with the toil of rowing, threw the fresh water
overboard while Mr. Costigan lay asleep, thereby intending to facilitate their progress.*8
Hitherto they had only suffered from the heat which in August was extreme, but now their
misery began - having nothing where with to quench their thirst, and consequently being
unable to eat, and yet [256] obliged to work hard at the oars to escape if possible
perishing with thirst and hunger. The servant would not go on shore, to look for water for
fear of the Arabs, though they saw several green spots where they supposed there must
have been water. Mr. Costigan said that he rowed one whole day in the heat of the sun,
exhausted with thirst and hunger, and having never before in his life known how to ply
the oar.#?
The consequence was a severe bilious fever, which of course disabled him, and they now
depended upon the already exhausted strength of the servant; and on that Providence
which might send them a favourable breeze, but this was not vouchsafed.
When therefore they at length, on the fourth or fifth day,° reached the North shore of the
Sea, they were both of them in a condition scarcely able to stir, and yet here they had
neither water nor any other refreshment, and had a walk of at least three hours over the
burning sands of the plain of Jordan to Jericho.
Overcome with heat and thirst and hunger and tormented with the effects of the dreadfully
salt and corrosive water of the Dead Sea, which made their skin blister all over; they having
imprudently poured water upon their clothes, to procure a little cooling, which only served
to make the fever rage within. Having spent a night & the greater part of a day in this state
on the Northern shore, the servant at last made an effort to reach Jericho in order that he
might send water and a horse to Mr. Costigan.
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Notes of the First Exploring Expedition
to the Dead Sea.

compiled by his daughter from material furnished by the Rev.d. J. Nicolayson

[254] The first exploring expedition attempted in modemn times to the Dead Sea was
conducted by the late Mr. Costigan an Irishman - in the latter end of August & the
beginning of September 1835.
Having caused a boat to be conveyed to Tiberias from Acre he attempted during three days
to navigate the Jordan. This however was found to be a task not only difficult but
dangerous owing to the numerous rocks, straits & falls that occur along the torturous
course of this river. Mr. Costigan was as much in the water as out of it during the three days
hich he tried to overcome the fatigues and difficulties of the enterprise and at last his
nt (never a sailor) so entirely lost his patience & courage that Mr. Costigan
mined to convey the boat by land,*® and having obtained camels & also a guard, sent
srvant through Nabloos to Jerusalem with the luggage & himself proceeded alone with
scort, along the valley of the Jordan down to Jericho, before reaching which place they
ioiiced some Arabs on a hill near the road, a little in advance of them. He sent some of
the escort on to reconnoitre but his horse was determined to go along with them, in
consequence of which the whole party proceeded at full speed towards the Arabs, and Mr.
Costigan attempting to draw his sword found it so rusted by the water of the Jordan that he
could not withdraw it from the scabbard but broke off the hilt instead. Fortunately the [255]
Arabs took to flight, and such their consternation that they darted into the river, swam
across and made their escape towards the East. Mr. Costigan then pursued his course
without any further obstacle than that of thorny bushes and thickets in jumping through
which he got his clothes so torn that they would scarce keep together.
After leaving the boat at Jericho he came up here to Jerusalem and went down with a friend;
again returned to Jerusalem and went down a second time to Jericho with some French
travellers. & Mr. Costigan with his Maltese servant set sail in the little boat to explore the
Eastern coast of the Dead Sea.
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