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There is little evidence for significant climatic change to account for this increased settlement
intensity or for its subsequent decline. The explanation for this must probably be sought in a
complex relationship between social organization, population change, and the agricultural system,

and its impact on the environment.22
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The region south of the Gebel must always have been a marginal one, and its successful agricultural
exploitation was largely due to the skillful way in which the Romano-Libyan farmers terraced the
beds of the wadis and built catchment walls along their sides... The terrace walls, across the full
width of the wadi-beds, were dry-built of rough stones, they have survived the centuries remarkably
well... These walls, dry built of untrimmed boulders as in many Mediterranean countries today,
were not intended to stem the flow of water. Their function was to hold up the soil behind them
so that the gradual slope of a cultivable valley was transformed into a series of terraces.35

36,101 13172 S anTAya o3 0oyem DT o
TIY MPI 2172 879037 Py Tpo’ 1poaw Sw P VP19 *TaN P MuMEenT BTy
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One optimal location selected by Romano-Libyan farmers was a narrow wadi with numbers of
tributary wadis, and with sloping rather than steep or craggy sides. The first feature ensured a

maximum catchment for the system; the second ensured the most controllable water supply:

sheets of water coming down most slopes rather than one or two torrents gushing out from gaps
and cliffs.37

R.G. Goodchild, ‘Farming in Roman Libya’, GJ, 25 (1952), pp. 70-80, esp.p. 76 35

0. Brogan & D. Smith, ‘The Roman Frontier Settlement at Ghirza: an Interim Report’, JRS, 47 (1957), pp- 36
173184
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