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In essence, the imagery of official Roman religion has a literal and imitative relationship
with its subject-matter and with religious practice, whereas the images of a mystery cult
(such as Mithraism or pre-Constantinian Christianity) has a symbolic or exegetic
relationship with what they represent. This difference between the art of official religion on
the ene hand and that of initiate cults on the other... is a fundamental conceptual breach,
which has important consequences for post-Constantinian Christian art. This is becausc

Christianity, an initiate cult par excellence, always produced a symbolic art (the art of the
mystery culty even when it replaced civie religion as the official cult of the empire.”
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